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Conference Venue:  Le Meridien Damascus 

P.O.Box 5531 - Damascus SYRIA 
Tel : (+963 11) 245 22 00 - 222 92 00 / 373 87 30 
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Conference language:   English  
 
Simultaneous translation:  English / Arabic 

 
 

Programme 
(27.10.2008) 
   

 

SEBC 



 Friday, Oct 31st 2008 
 
   
04.05 pm  Arrival LH 6450 from Vienna at Damascus Airport 

 
Pick up organised by Travel Agency “Julia Domina” 
 
Check-In 
 
Le Meridien Damascus 
P.O.Box 5531 - Damascus SYRIA 
Tel : (+963 11) 245 22 00 - 222 92 00 / 373 87 30 
Fax : (+963 11) 223 33 03 - 373 86 61 
 

05:30 pm 
 

 Meeting in the Hotel Lobby, Le Meridien 
Departure for Reception at the Talisman Hotel 
 
Transfer via Bus 
 

06:00 pm  Welcome Reception for the participants of the conference  
 
sÉåìÉW==
q~äáëã~å=eçíÉä=
NNS=q~ä=bäJeáà~ê~=píK=
a~ã~ëÅìë=
 
Keynote Speeches on  
 
Culture and Civilisation 
Syria and Europe from Historical Perspective to Future 
Cooperation 
 
Terms of Reference: Role of history, common cultural ground between 
Syria and Europe, Syria as a bridge between East and West, tourism 
and communication as an engine for cultural exchange, examples for 
tolerant co-existence between different religions and sects. present 
 
Dr. Riad Nassan Agha  
jáåáëíÉê=çÑ=`ìäíìêÉ=
=
Dr. Andreas Reinicke, 
^ãÄ~ëë~Ççê=çÑ=íÜÉ=cÉÇÉê~ä=oÉéìÄäáÅ=çÑ=dÉêã~åó=íç=íÜÉ=póêá~å=^ê~Ä=oÉéìÄäáÅI=
a~ã~ëÅìë=
=

  Return to Hotel Le Meridien 
 
Transfer via Bus 
 

09:00 pm  Briefing of German participants 
 
Hotel Lobby 

 



Saturday, November 1st 2008 
 
08:30 am  Arrival of Participants and Registration 

=
sÉåìÉW==
iÉ=jÉêáÇáÉå=eçíÉä=
?wÉåçÄá~=e~ää?=
VíÜ=cäççê=
 

09:00 am 
10:00 am 

 Welcoming and Introduction 
 

  Hajo Lanz  
eÉ~Ç=çÑ=íÜÉ=aÉé~êíãÉåí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=jáÇÇäÉ=b~ëí=~åÇ=kçêíÜ=^ÑêáÅ~I=cêáÉÇêáÅÜJbÄÉêíJ
píáÑíìåÖI=_Éêäáå=
 

  Dr. Abdullah Al-Dardari  
aÉéìíó=mêáãÉ=jáåáëíÉê=Ñçê=bÅçåçãáÅ=^ÑÑ~áêë=çÑ=íÜÉ=póêá~å=^ê~Ä=oÉéìÄäáÅI=
a~ã~ëÅìë=
=

  Walter Kolbow  
jÉãÄÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ=dÉêã~å=m~êäá~ãÉåíI=aÉéìíó=eÉ~Ç=pma=m~êäá~ãÉåí~êó=dêçìéI=
_Éêäáå=
 

   
10:00 am 
10:15 am 

 Coffee Break 
 

   
 



 
10:15 am 
12:00 am  

 I. Plenary Session 
 

  The Economic Reform Process in Syria  
Concepts and Strategies of Political Economy 
 
Terms of Reference: Examples for social market economy under 
discussion; Interdependence between economic and administrative 
reform; Sequencing of reform steps; Balancing social and economic 
transformation; Discussing challenges of managing economic 
transformation; Syria as a regional hub. 
 
Aim of the Session: Identifying ways, strategies and promising sectors for 
economic reform in Syria and elaborating proposals to fine-tune EU 
assistance programs. 

   
The discussion to be introduced and chaired by  
Dr. Abdullah Al-Dardari 
aÉéìíó=mêáãÉ=jáåáëíÉê=Ñçê=bÅçåçãáÅ=^ÑÑ~áêë=çÑ=íÜÉ=póêá~å=^ê~Ä=oÉéìÄäáÅI=
a~ã~ëÅìë=
 
and co-chaired by 
Hajo Lanz  
eÉ~Ç=çÑ=íÜÉ=aÉé~êíãÉåí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=jáÇÇäÉ=b~ëí=~åÇ=kçêíÜ=^ÑêáÅ~I=cêáÉÇêáÅÜJbÄÉêíJ
píáÑíìåÖI=_Éêäáå=
=

  Dr. Adnad Al-Soukhni 
eÉ~Ç=çÑ=mä~ååáåÖ=`çããáííÉÉ=
 

  Veronique De Keyser 
jÉãÄÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ=bìêçéÉ~å=m~êäá~ãÉåíI=jÉãÄÉê=çÑ=`çããáííÉÉ=çå=cçêÉáÖå=
^ÑÑ~áêëI=_êìëëÉäë=
 

  Anja Zorob  
fåëíáíìíÉ=çÑ=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí=oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=~åÇ=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí=mçäáÅóI=_çÅÜìã= 

  =
12:00 am 
12:15 am 

 Refreshments 



 
12:15 am 
02:00 pm 

 II. Plenary Session 
 

  Business Sector Development  
Strategies for Sustainable and Pro-Poor Growth 
 
Terms of Reference: Examples for small and medium enterprise 
development; Creating a supportive and attractive environment for the 
business sector; Strategies for pro-poor-growth. 
 
Aim of the Session: Fostering a developmental oriented business sector; 
Identifying strategies to promote the SME sector; Strengthening EU-
Syrian business relations.  
 

   
  The discussion to be introduced and chaired by  

Dr. Amer Husni Lutfi 
jáåáëíÉê=çÑ=bÅçåçãó=~åÇ=qê~ÇÉ 
 

  Poul Gadegaard 
póêá~å=båíÉêéêáëÉ=~åÇ=_ìëáåÉëë=`ÉåíêÉ=Epb_`F=
 

  Dr. Rateb Al Shallah 
mêÉëáÇÉåíI=cÉÇÉê~íáçå=çÑ=póêá~å=`Ü~ãÄÉêë=çÑ=`çããÉêÅÉ==
 

  Dr. Ulrich Thießen 
dÉêã~å=fåëíáíìíÉ=Ñçê=bÅçåçãáÅ=oÉëÉ~êÅÜI=_Éêäáå=
 

  Dr. Gerhard Heimpold  
fåëíáíìíÉ=Ñçê=bÅçåçãáÅ=oÉëÉ~êÅÜI=e~ääÉ=
=

   
02:00 pm 
03:30 pm 

 Lunch 

 
 



 
03:30 pm 
05:00 pm 

 III. Plenary Session 
 

  Globalisation: Challenges and Opportunities 
 
Terms of Reference: Integration into the world market; protectionism vs. 
liberalisation; Effects of globalisation in the EU and Middle East and 
strategies to cope with these effects; Prospects and perceptions on 
global governance; Discussing the role of multilateral institutions; 
Influence of the rising powers (as China and India) on domestic markets 
 
Aim of the Session: exchanging perspectives on globalisation and 
identifying strategies to fuel benefits from globalisation 
 

  The discussion to be introduced and chaired by  
 
Emil Lieser 
cêáÉÇêáÅÜJbÄÉêíJpíáÑíìåÖ=
 

  Dr. Samir Al Taki 
dÉåÉê~ä=`ççêÇáå~íçêI=lêáÉåí=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=píìÇáÉë=
 

  Mr. Soulayman Haddad 
eÉ~Ç=çÑ=`çããáííÉÉ=çÑ=^ê~Ä=~åÇ=cçêÉáÖå=^ÑÑ~áêëK=
 

  Dr. Boris Ruge 
eÉ~ÇI=jáÇÇäÉ=b~ëí=aÉé~êíãÉåíI=cÉÇÉê~ä=cçêÉáÖå=lÑÑáÅÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=cÉÇÉê~ä=oÉéìÄäáÅ=
çÑ=dÉêã~åóI=_Éêäáå=
 

  Leonidas Tezapsidis 
eÉ~Ç=çÑ=råáí=kÉ~ê=b~ëíI=aáêÉÅíçê~íÉJdÉåÉê~ä=bñíÉêå~ä=oÉä~íáçåëI=bìêçéÉ~å=
`çããáëëáçåI=_êìëëÉäë 
 

  Closing Remarks 
=
Hajo Lanz 
eÉ~Ç=çÑ=íÜÉ=aÉé~êíãÉåí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=jáÇÇäÉ=b~ëí=~åÇ=kçêíÜ=^ÑêáÅ~I=cêáÉÇêáÅÜJbÄÉêíJ
píáÑíìåÖI=_Éêäáå=
=

05.00 pm  båÇ=çÑ=`çåÑÉêÉåÅÉ=
=



 
06.30 pm  Meeting in the Hotel Lobby 

 
Transfer to Reception at the German Residence via Bus 

 
07:00 pm 

  
Reception  
çå=íÜÉ=fåîáí~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=dÉêã~å=^ãÄ~ëë~Ççê==
Dr. Andreas Reinicke  
 
sÉåìÉW=
dÉêã~å=oÉëáÇÉåÅÉ=
b~ëí=jÉòò~ÜI=^ä=j~Çáå~=~äJjìå~ïï~ê~=píK 
 
Return to Hotel Le Meridien via Bus 

 



 
Sunday, November 2nd 2008 
 
 
10.00 am  Check out Hotel  

 
Meeting in the Hotel Lobby, Le Meridien 
Transfer to the Old City via Bus 
 

10.30 am – 
12.15 pm 

 Tour of the Old City 
 
Return to Hotel Le Meridien 
 

01.30 pm 
 

 Meeting in the Hotel Lobby, Le Meridien 
Transfer to Damascus Airport 
 

02.00 pm  Arrival at Damascus Airport 
 

03.55 pm 
08.45 pm 

 Departure with LH 6449 / OS 842 to Vienna 
Arrival with LH 3617 in Berlin Tegel 
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