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Source: “Why Afghanistan’s government is losing the war with the Taliban” The Economist https://www.economist.com/asia/2019/05/18/why-afghanistans-

government-is-losing-the-war-with-the-taliban 

Fig. 3.1. Districts Controlled by Taliban 

The U.S. now has two options in Afghanistan. 

First, in the absence of a deal with the Taliban, 
U.S. could unilaterally withdraw its forces from 
Afghanistan and send the country back to the 
pre-2001 state where intra-Afghan factions, 

for power in the country. Regional proxies will 
resurrect in Afghanistan and chaos will ensue. 

Second, if the U.S. gets back on the table 
with the Taliban, it should make space for the 
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-4* 0-(',=(.1%-(* 4-5* V('%.K8* B5$1.&* 05.07'-@(*
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