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Rainis uzstajas sapulcé Esplanadeé Latvijas Satversmes sapulces atklasanas diena. Riga, 1920. gada 1. maijs.
Foto: Vilis Ridzenieks. Rakstniecibas un miazikas muzeja krajums.

PriekSvards

Pirmais pasaules kar$ bija izSkiro3s pagrieziena punkts Eiropas vésturé. Péc ta
Eiropas karte izveidojas no jauna, un sakas visaptvero3a virziba uz demokratizéSanos.
Lielas, daudznacionalas impérijas sabruka, un virkne Ziemeleiropas, Centraleiropas un
Austrumeiropas naciju pirmoreiz izveidoja savu (nacionalo) valstiskumu, vai art atguva
to péc ilgaka partraukuma. Sis visaptvero3as Eiropas demokratizacijas un jaunu valstu
izveido3anas dzinéjspéks bieZi bija tiesi socialdemokratiskas partijas.

Kaut ar1 Sis valstiskums dazkart pastaveja |oti 1slaicigi vai tikai [1dz 1930. gadu beigam
un 1940. gadu sakumam, kad Eiropas karte Otra pasaules kara rezultata atkal tika uzziméta
no jauna, Sim valstim sava (pirmreizéja) valstiskuma ieg$ana ir fundamentala vésturiskas
un masdienu nacionalas identitates dala. Neatkarigas valsts pieredze bija svarigs atskaites
punkts, arT form&jot jauno Eiropas valstu kartibu péc ,auksta kara” beigam. Daudzas $1
regiona valstis 2018. gads tadgjadi ir valsts simtgades svinibu laiks.

Ar starptautisko projektu ,Socialdemokratija un valsts dibinaSana” Fridriha Eberta
fonds vélas izgaismot socialdemokratisko partiju devumu jauno, demokratisko nacionalo
valstu raSanas un izveido3anas procesa. Projekta aplikoto valstu loks stiepjas no
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Islandes I1dz Gruzijai un aptver arT Somiju, Igauniju, Latviju, Lietuvu, Ukrainu, Poliju,
Baltkrieviju, Ungariju, Cehoslovakiju, Serbu, Horvatu un Slovénu Karalisti un Austriju.
Kada loma un nozime bija socialdemokratijai attiecigo valstu izveidoSanas procesa?
Kadas socialdemokratiskas vertibas un prieksstati tika ieklauti jauno valstu konstitdiciju
formulgjuma? Vai socialdemokratija bija sekmiga vélgSanas un valdibas atbildibas sféra?
Kada veida apmainas procesi norisinajas ar citu valstu socialdemokratiskajam partijam?
Un visheidzot - kas no ta visa palicis Sodien?

Sis pétijums parada, kads bija socialdemokratijas iequldijums Latvijas valsts
dibinasana. Lai varétu sniegt plaSu notikumu vertgjumu, kas sniedzas pari valstu robezam,
broSiras beigas atrodami Tsi citas valstis veikto pétijumu kopsavilkumi. Vélak Fridriha
Eberta fonds visus 14 pétijumus apkopos un publicés gramata anglu valoda, lai ar Sadu
apkopojumu dotu plaSu parskatu par valstu dibinaSanas procesa kopigajam iezimém
un at3kirtbam - par daZadajiem celiem, apvedceliem un daZziem maldu celiem pirms 100
gadiem un socialdemokratijas devumu Sajas norisés.
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Andrejs Skailis, satirikis un viens no tieSam demokratiskakajiem pédéja pusgadsimta
latvieSu rakstniekiem, savas bérnu dienas Rigas Grizinkalna ap 1930. gadu atceras $adi:

“Kadreiz mana skaistaja jauntba Pirma maija svétkos Grizinkalna es sédéju tévam uz
pleca, katra roka turédams pa karodziniem, vienu sarkanu, otru sarkanbaltsarkanu.
Kas tie par karogiem, es jau zinaju - sarkanais ir stradnieku un sarkanbaltsarkanais
latvieSu. Més bijam latvieSu stradnieku gimene, tatad masu karogi bija abi. Loti
vienkarsi un saprotami! Trisdesmit treSaja gada nomira téva draugs Lasmanis,
piekta gada revolucionars un Latvijas atbrivoSanas cinu dalibnieks, tapéc vina
zarks bija parklats ar abiem karogiem - sarkano un sarkanbaltsarkano. Izskatijas
loti skaisti, tapéc man ienaca prata neparasta doma - ja gadijuma es kadreiz
nomirtu, tas gan bija loti maz ticams, tad manu zarku ari vajadzétu parklat ar
abiem karogiem. DiemZél tagad to nedrikst darit, tada riciba izraisitu nepatikamu
starpgadijumu - péc manas apglabasanas tuvuma guloSie patrioti pirmaja velu
naktt mani ar visiem karogiem izmestu no kapiem.”

Meédz teikt, ka katra joka ir tikai dala
joka. Attiectbas starp Latvijas valsts
sarkanbaltsarkano un socialdemokratijas
sarkano karogu nav vienkarSas - pat ne
tad, ja sarkanajam karogam stari nav PSRS
dzeltena sirpja un amura. Socialdemokrati
ieveda latvieSus modernas politikas
pasaulé - taCu stastlja viniem, ka
bat latvietim nav tik svarigi, ka bat
stradniekam. Sociadldemokrati pirmoreiz

1918. gada atbalstija Latvijas Republikas dibinaSanu. Tacu citi latvieSu socialdemokrati no
Krievijas talin uz karstam pedam vél&jas jauno valsti iznicinat. Socialdemokrati veidoja un
sargaja joprojam spéka esoSo Latvijas Satversmi. TaCu tie paSi socialdemokrati nepacéla
ne ausu, kad Satversmes darbibu apturéja diktators, un ne viens vien no viniem sev pasam
par nelaimi apsveica komunistu okupaciju 1940. gada.

Isi sakot, socialdemokratijas attiecibas ar Latvijas valsti ir bijusas komplicétas. Vieniga
nelaime, ka bez socialdemokratijas vasturiskas lomas izpratnes nav izprotama ari pasa
Latvijas valstiskuma veido3anas. Sis raksts ir vésturiska eseja, kura drizak ieskicé Latvijas
socialdemokratijas attiecibas ar Latvijas valsti, nevis pretendé uz Sis témas visaptveroSu
izpéti. Daudzkasnoseitrakstitavarlikties diskutéjams. Tomérjaatzist, kasocialdemokratijas
véstures izpéte kopuma kop3 neatkaribas atjaunoSanas nav izpelnijusies lielu pétnieku
uzmanibu. Iznémums ir Aivara Strangas un Jana Silina fundamentalie darbi2. Tomér
liela dala viedok|u par LatvieSu socialdemokratiskas stradnieku partijas (LSDSP) lomu
Latvijas valstiskuma vésturé joprojam balstas memuaru literatdra. Nemot véra attieciga
memudrista mérkus, ta ne vienmér ir objektiva. Tas sakams ne tikai, piemé&ram, par
Paula Dauges pazistamo Pétera Stuckas biografiju®, bet art par trimda izdotajam F&liksa
Cieléna, Briino Kalnina, Voldemara Bastjana vai Klaras Kalninas atminam¢, ka art par tikai
nesen dienasgaismu ieraudzijusajiem Klava Lorenca memuariem. Tadé| Seit vél paveras
plass lauks pétniecibai - tai skaita, pasu socialdemokratu rakstito tekstu pétniecibai -,
lai izsekotu, ka tajos mijiedarbojas socialistiska un nacionala dienaskartiba. Saja raksta
vispirms (1.) tiks aprakstitas latvieSu socidldemokratijas sakotnes 19. gadsimta nogalé. Péc
tam (2.) stkak pieversisimies socialdemokratu dazadam pieejam valstiskumam un Latvijas
autonomijai. P&c tam (3.) bads vieta socialdemokratu lomai valsts dibinaSanas posma.
Nakamas nodalas tiks veltitas LSDSP darbibai starpkaru perioda - no iz3kirigas lomas
Satversmes sapulces laika (4.) Iidz nelegalajam darbam Ulmana diktatdras apstaklos (5.).

——1

Studentu biedribas “Klints” biedri mitina laika LSDSP po|iti5ki mobi|izéja latviesus 1905. gada
vaditas organizacijas “Stradnieku sporta savieniba” ol . e . L

(vélak “Stradnieku sports un sargs”) svétkos Grizinkalna. ~ revolucija - tacu Si revollcija beidzas
Foto: nezinams. Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas Valsts

Nosléguma (6.) piedavasu daZus apkopojosus secinajumus.

Kinofotofonodokumentu arhivs.

ar asinsizlieSanu un nevainigu cilveku
slepkavibam. LatvieSu socialdemokrati

1. Skailis A. Toreiz blusas léca augstak. Pirmskara puikas un
palaidnibas. Riga, Liktenstasti, 2001, 192. Ipp.

2. Siling ). Padomju Latvija 1918-1919. Riga: Véstures izpétes un popularizé$anas biedriba, 2013; Stranga A. LSDSP un
1934. gada 15. maija valsts apvérsums: Demokratijas likteni Latvija. - Riga: Autora izdev., 1998.

3. Dauge P.P. Stuckas dzive un darbs. . Vilka red. Riga: Latvijas Valsts izd., 1958.

4. CielensF.Laikmetumaina: atminasunatzinas. Lidingd: Memento, 1961-1964. 3. s&j.; Kalnin3 B. Latvijas socialdemokratijas
piecdesmit gadi. Stokholma: LSDSP Arzemju Komiteja, 1956.; Bastjanis V. Demokratiska Latvija: vérojumi un vértgjumi.
Stokholma: Emils Ogrins, 1966. Kalnina K. Liesmainie gadi: atminu vija. Stokholma: LSDSP Arzemju Komiteja, 1964.
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LSDSP ir vecaka politiska partija Latvija, tas saknes meklg&jamas jau 19. gadsimta.
Turklat I1dz pat 1917. gadam, kad Krievija péc Februara revolicijas strauji pieauga
iedzivotaju aktivitate, LSDSP bija ar7vieniga latvieSu masu partija, kura vargja spélét realu
politiskas [dertbas lomu. Ta spilgtakais apliecindjums bija 1905.-1907. gada revoliicija,
kuras dramatisko norisi Latvija liela méra vadija LSDSP. Ar1 1918. gada valsts dibinasana
socialdemokrati bija ietekmigs, lai gan ne vienmér pozitivs faktors. Socialdemokratu -
pirmas latvieSu masu partijas - attiecibas ar Latvijas valsti ir bijuSas cie3as un vienlaikus
sarezqitas. Nav iesp&jams runat par latvieSu nacijas politisko attistibu un tas pasapzinas
veidoSanos, nenemot véra socidldemokratijas ietekmi. Mdsdiends sarkanais un
sarkanbaltsarkanais karogs lielajam vairumam Latvijas iedzivotaju tieSam simbolizé divas
atSkirigas vértibu sistémas. Tas ir saprotami, nemot véra 1940. gada padomiju okupacijas
un valstiskuma zaudésanas pieredzi. Tacu, atskatoties pagatné, jaatzist, ka abu karogu
attiecibas ir bijusas |oti daudzveidigas - no opozicijas un cinas I1dz pat cieSai tuvibai un
sakritibai.

Lai arT LSDSP ir dibinata 1904. gada, tomér pasas socialdemokratiskas kustibas sekas
ir meklgjamas 19. gadsimta 90. gados. Saja laika Latvija norit strauja modernizacija, kas
skar ne vien ekonomiku, bet art kultdru. Pateicoties 60.-70. gados aizsaktajai jaunlatvieSu
kustthai, 90. gados jau izveidojusies jauna latvieSu inteligences paaudze, kura vélas
iziet arpus iepriek$ uzstaditajiem patriarhali provincialajiem ramjiem, kurus aizstav
konservativa Rigas LatvieSu biedriba (RLB). Latvijas vésturé $190. gadu kustiba ir iegajusi
ar apzZiméjumu Jauna strava, jeb vienkarsi “jaunie”. Ja ieprieks latvieSu kultdra nodarbojas
ar etnografisku, pseidoetnografisku un sentimentalu tematiku, Jauno stravu interesé
plasaki modernas kulttiras horizonti: realistiska literatira, modernas dabaszinatnes, ka
ari sociala emancipacija un ta sauktais “stradnieku jautajums”. Galvenais jaunstravnieku
izdevums ir laikraksts “Dienas Lapa”, ap kuru pulcgjas laba dala opozicionaras jaunatnes.
TieSi ka jaunstravnieki jeb “dienlapisti” pirmoreiz sastopas cilvéki, kuriem ir lemts spélét
svarigu lomu latvieSu socialdemokratijas izveid@. Avizes darbibas nozimigakaja laika tas
redaktoriir divi Sanktp&terburgas universitate izstudajusi latvieSu juristi: P&teris Stucka un
Janis Pliek3ans (Rainis). Tiei vini, jo 1paSi PliekSans, pavers laikrakstu kreisi demokratiska
virziena.

1| JAUNA DIENASKARTIBA: SOCIALISMS UN LATVIESU TAUTISKA KUSTIBA

Tolaik ap “Dienas Lapu” sak pulcéties latvieSu studenti un gimnazisti, kurus vienoja
tictlba sabiedribas progresam, Heinriha Heines ironija un galgji kritiska attieksme pret
RLB “oficialo latvietibu”. Jauna strava nebija politiska partija, pat ne organizéta grupa - ta
drizak bija ap “Dienas Lapu” saméra valigi saistits domubiedru un korespondentu tikls,
kuri atradas gan Baltija, gan abas Krievijas metropol€s, gan Rietumeiropa. Jaunstravnieku
aktivakas paaudzes parstaviji ir liepajnieki Janis Jansons-Brauns, Fricis Rozins (Azis), Mikelis
Valters; tacu ar “Dienas Lapas” aprindam bija saistiti arT Eduards Veidenbaums, Aspatzija,
Pauls un Aleksandrs Dauges, Karlis Kasparsons, Antons Birkerts un daudzi citi latvieSu
kultdrai nozimigi cilvéki.

Jaunas stravasideologisko profilu reizém sauc par socialistisku. Skaidrs, ka socialismam
jaunstravnieku uzskatos tieSam bija ievérojama vieta. Tas bija socialisms plasa nozimé:
ka interese par stradnieku jautdjumu un ta attistibu Rietumu industrialajas valstis, ka
ripes par latvieSu stradnieku likteniem gan laukos, gan pilsétas, ka morals saSutums par
sabiedribas priviligéto slanu cietsirdibu un aroganci. Turpreti socialisms ka marksistiska
socialdemokratija jaunstravniekiem bija gan svarigs, tacu ne domingjoss. Ap 1893. gadu
latvieSu jaunstravnieki pirmoreiz uznéma kontaktus ar vacu socialdemokratiem: PliekSans
(Rainis) 1893. gada dodas uz Vaciju, kur sastop Augustu Bébeli, klausas Karlu Libknehtu un
nelegali parved majas gana daudz socialdemokratu literataras, lai saktu ar to iepazistinat
plasaku latvieSu publiku.® Sava loma jaunstravnieku attiectbas ar vacu socialdemokratiem
ir bijusi arT Berliné stud&joSajam latvieSu zobarstam Paulam Daugem, kur$ “Dienas
Lapa” publicé Vacijas Socialdemokratiskas partijas (SPD) Erfurtes programmu. Tas ir
savdabigs vésturisks kuriozs, nemot véra, ka “Dienas Lapa” bija legals, cenzdrai paklauts
izdevums - cara cenzori marksisma propaganda acimredzot tobrid nespéja saskatit neko
revolucionaru®.

Tomér ir maldigi iedomaties, ka visi jaunstravnieki batu bijusi marksisti vai pat
interes@jusies par marksismu. Sava laika sabiedriba Jauna strava ieguva rezonansi ar

5. Rainis, J. 1985 [1907]. “V&stule J. Jankavam”, Kopoti raksti, 21. s&j., Véstules, red. V. Samsons, 85-89. Ipp. Riga: Latvijas PSR
Zinatnu akadémija.

6. Dauge, P.[“P.D."]. 1893. “Socialdemokratu stavoklis Vacija". Dienas Lapa 7: 1-2. Ipp.
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diviem citiem, ar marksismu tieSi nesaistitiem jautajumiem: sievieSu emancipaciju un
latvieSu nacionalisma kritiku. SievieSu emancipacijas téma paradas latvieSu dienaskartiba
1894. gada, kad teatrT tiek izradita Hermana Zidermana luga “Gods” un jaunas latvieSu
dzejnieces Aspazijas “Zaud@tas tiesibas”. Abi darbi naturalistiska forma runa par sievietes
likteniem patriarhala, liekuliga sabiedriba - tas, protams, izraisija skandalu latvieSu
“labajas aprindas”. Otrkart, jaunstravnieki atklati - lai gan ne vienmér pamatoti - nirgajas
par [1dzSingjiem latvieSu kultdiras sasniegumiem, to skaita par pseidotautisko romantismu
rakstniectba un RLB rikotajiem vispargjiem latvieSu dziedaSanas svétkiem. P&c Frica
Rozina domam, tie nebija nekadi “tautas svétki”, bet gan latvieSu inteligentu un komerciali
orientétas vidusskiras saiets, par ko Tstajai latvie3u tautai nav nekadas dalas. Saja zina
Jauna strava drizak bija latvieSu sabiedriskas dzives modernizacijas un demokratizacijas
izpausme, kas talu parsniedza vienas ideologijas ramjus.

Vienlaikus tieSi “Jaunas stravas” vide radija apstaklus arT marksisma popularizacijai,
kas pakapeniski noveda pie tadu pulcinu izveides, kas sevi paSapzinigi identificgja ar
socialdemokratiem. Ta, piemé&ram, Fricis RozinS 1896. gada laikraksta “Dienas Lapa”
raksta “Plasi uzskati” kritizé citu latvieSu socialistu, starptautiski pazistamo statistiki
Karli Balodi, par vina novirziSanos no marksistiska pasaules uzskata. Marksisma teorija
ar savam stingrajam, Skietami zinatniskajam likumsakartham un vésturiska materialisma
universalistisko, visu cilvéku sabiedribu aptvero3o attistibas logiku acimredzot Skita |oti
pievilciga latvieSu jaunieSiem - jaunstravniekiem, daudzi no kuriem bija augusi kritiski
skeptiska, pozitivistiska gaisotné un bija socialkritiska protesta gara parnemti. Vienlaikus
janorada, ka Jaunaja strava Ilidzas marksismam turpinaja pastavét vairaki citi iedvesmas
avoti - no Darvina lidz Nitem, Ibsenam, krievu narodnikiem un anarhistiem. Apkopojot var
teikt, ka latvieSu socialdemokratija rodas plasas latvieSu kulturalas dzives modernizacijas
konteksta, kura ir mekl&jamas saknes visai 20. gadsimta latvieSu kultdrai.

Jaunas stravas ietvaros veidojas arT nelegali marksistu pulcini, kas izplata politisko
literat@ru un Tsteno daZadas aktivitates — ka Pirma maija sviné$ana, kopiga izglitoSanas
un kultliras darbs ar stradniekiem. Tie pakapeniski uznem kontaktus ar I1dzigiem
pulciniem Krievija - Maskava un P&terburga. Tiesi So pulcinu dé| 1897. gada Jauna strava
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PETERIS STUCKA (1865-1932)

Jurists un politikis, ietekmigakais latviesu bolSeviks. Viens no

Jaunas stravas pamatlicéjiem, “Dienas Lapas” redaktors (1888-1891;
1895-1897). 1897. gada apcietinats un izsatits uz Iekskrieviju, kur sak
sadarbibu ar krievu socialdemokratiem. Péc 1905. gada revolucijas
pieslejas Leninam un bolSevikiem; dzivo Vitebska un Péterburga,
aktivi publicéjas nelegalaja presé. Péc Oktobra apvérsuma — pirmais
padomju valdibas tieslietu tautas komisars (jeb “narkoms”). 1918.-
1919. gada vada bolSeviku iebrukumu Latvija un lidz 1920. gadam
ir LSPR valdibas vaditajs Riga, péc tam Rézekné. Kops 20. gadiem
klast par ievérojamako “padomju tiesibu” teorétiki, akcentéjot

tiesibas ka Skiru cinas instrumentu un juridiski pamatojot cinu pret

“kontrrevolicijas noziegumiem”. No 1923. gada - KPFSR Augstakas

tiesas priek§sédétajs. Vienlaikus nodarbojas ar padomju komunisma

propagandu latvieSu valoda, asi kritizéjot neatkarigo jeb “balto”

Péteris Stucka. Ap 1900. — 1910. gadu. Autors . L. o . .
nezinams. Latvijas Nacionala vastures muzeja  Latviju. No 1919.-1920. gada Krievijas Komunistiskas (bol$eviku)

krajums. partijas Centralkomitejas loceklis. Miris 1932. gada; urna ar vina

pelniem apglabata Kremla siena.

“Socialdemokratijai nav un nevar nekas principiali biit pret vietéju autonomiju, — ja ta ir nodibinata uz
demokratiskiem pamatiem un ja to prasa praktiska vajadziba. Tapat socialdemokratija mazajas patstavigajas
valstinas neuzstada vis ka savu meérki, mazo valstinu iznicinaSanu, bet tikai vinu demokratizésanu un
starptautisku apvienoSanu. Bet tas jau nu skaidra lieta, ka maza valstina separatismam un nacionalismam
daudz labaks un izdevigaks pereklis, neka lielas valsts province, ja tikai Sis nacionalisms necelas ka dabisks
pretspaids pret to spaidu, kas nak no augsas un kura nolitks parkrievot, parvacot utt. Tatad demokratiska valsti
no provinéu autonomijas nedraud nekadas briesmas starptautiskas socialdemokratijas principu skaidribai. To
mums nepieradis neviens, pat veiklakais dialektikis.” § (P. S.) Provin¢u autonomija socialdemokratu partiju

programma. Nakotne, 4, 1906.

Vo=

tiek sagrauta. 130 jaunstravnieki nonak cietuma, kur iepriek3gjas izmekléSanas ietvaros
dala no viniem pavada pat divus gadus. Lieta tiek izbeigta 1899. gada, tatu redzamakie
Jaunas stravas daltbnieki PliekSans, Stucka un Jansons-Brauns tiek soditi ar nometinajumu
Iekskrievija. Rozinam, Valteram, Ernestam Rolavam un citiem izdodas izb&gt uz arzemem.
No 31 briZa Iidz pat Pirma pasaules kara izskanai Latvijas socialdemokratijas darbiba
norisinas daliti. Dala aktivistu atrodas Baltija, citi strada arzemés un rapéjas par
nelegalas literatdras piegadém, galvenokart no Lielbritanijas un Sveices. Baltija dzivojosie
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socialdemokrati lielakoties nodarbojas ar praktisko organizaciju, stradnieku iesaistiSanu
un streiku rikoSanu, bet arzemju socialdemokrati biezak var pievérsties teorétiskam
darbam un debatém par konceptudliem socialdemokratijas jautdjumiem. Arl pirmie
latvieSu socialdemokratiskie izdevumi sak iznakt arzemés. Jau 1898. gada Bostona Davids
Bundza sak izdot “Ausekli”; Eiropa gadu vélak sevi piesaka bijuso jaunstravnieku izdevums
“LatvieSu Stradnieks".

DaZadas ietekmes un seko3anas vértus paraugus latvieSu socialdemokrati meklgja
Rietumos, vispirmsVacija. Tas bijapaSsaprotaminetikaitadél, ka lielaka dalajaunstravnieku
lieliski parvaldija vacu valodu, bet arT tadel, ka Vacijas socidldemokratijai un SPD tolaik
bija piekalta visas Eiropas kreisi demokratisko partiju uzmaniba. Augusta Bebela, Karla
Kautska, Karla Libknehta un citu vacu socialdemokratu figlras simbolizéja ne tikai Vacijas
stradnieku mobilizaciju socialdemokratu vadiba, bet ar politisku veiksmi: SPD keizariskaja
Vacija bija iequvusi ievérojamu politisko ietekmi par spiti Bismarka Sozialistengesetz, un
tas celS uz varu Skita nenovérsams. TieSi Saja tonkarta 1892. gada tika formuléta SPD
Erfurtes programma, kura vadlinijas savam darbam saskatija ar1 latvieSu socialdemokrati.
Parlieciba par drizu stradniecibas uzvaru demokratiska cela, par neizbégamu kapitalisma
sabrukumu jau tuvakaja nakotng, par jaunas sabiedriskas iekartas sasniedzamibu mieriga,
demokratiska cela - visi Sie Erfurtes programmas postulati tolaik guva popularitati ka t. s.
Otras internacionales marksisms. Nebija iznémums arT latvieSu socialdemokrati, kuru
galvena intelektuala autoritate laikabiedru vida bija Karls Kautskis.

Vienlaikus batu aplami noliegt latvieSu socialdemokratu saites ar Krievijas
socialdemokratiem un Krievijas Socidldemokratisko stradnieku partiju (KSDSP), kuri pasi
gan arT atradas diezgan tieSa vacu ietekmé. Sadarbiba bija balstita acimredzama intereSu
kopiba. Pat tad, ja vacu socialdemokratiem ir taisniba un kapitalisms ir nolemts bojaejai,
Krievijas situacija ir principiali atSkiriga. Vacija par spiti savam policejiskajam reZimam
tomér ir tiesiska valsts un puslidz konstitucionala, parlamentara monarhija, bet Krievija
19. gadsimta beigas valdija patvaldiba pat beziluzoras tautas parstavniecibas un jebkadam
valsts garantétam cilvéka tiestbam un brivibam. LatvieSu un krievu socialdemokratiem
nacas stradat pagridé; saskana ar marksisma teoriju, ta bija cita attistibas faze: ja
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Rietumeiropa jau bija notikuSas burZuaziski demokratiskas revolacijas, tad Krievijai tada
vél stavéja prieksa - iedibinot parlamentu, cilvéktiesibu aizsardzibu, un tamlidzigi. Lidz
ar to krievu un latvieSu socialdemokratiem bija vienots ienaidnieks - cara patvaldiba. Tas
gan nenozimé, ka latvieSu socialdemokratiska kustiba biitu redzéjusi sevi tikai ka Krievijas
socialdemokratijas daju bez savas patstavibas. GluZi pret&ji, ka raksta dazZi aculiecinieki,
latvieSu socialdemokratija 20. gadsimta sakuma bija skeptiska par krievu socialdemokratu
zemo organizacijas pakapi un saskeltibu’. Vismaz I1dz 1906. gadam, kad LSDSP un KSDSP
pécrevollcijas gaisotné apvienojas, attiecibas starp krievu un latvieSu socialdemokratiem
bija simetriskas, nevis hierarhiskas.

Cel$ uz LSDSP nodibinasanu 1904. gada ritéja pa divam paralélam gultném: arzemés
un Latvija. Vispirms, neilgi péc Jaunas stravas sagraves, no Krievijas izbégusie latvieSu
trimdinieki Londona nodibina Vakareiropas LatvieSu socialdemokratu savientbu, kura
neliela izméra un vajas organizacijas dé vél netiek saukta par partiju. ST grupa, kas izdod
“LatvieSu Stradnieku”, 1900. gada saSkelas starp “londonieSiem” (Rozins, Fricis Vesmanis,

ug

Hermanis Punga) un “SveicieSiem” (Mikelis Valters, Em1ls Skubikis, Ernests Rolavs): pirmie
ir vairak ortodoksali marksisti, savukart otrie saprot socialdemokratiju daudz brivak un
sintezé to ar krievu narodniku tradicijam. Abas grupas konflikté gan ideologiski - par
nacionaliem jautajumiem, terorisma pielaujamibu, socialistiskas preses uzdevumiem -,
gan tiri praktiskas lietas, vispirms jautajuma par Savienibas Londona izvietotas
iespiedmasinas likteniem. Tadé| Rozina grupa 1900. gada no Savienibas tiek izslégta
un vélak sak izdot savu izdevumu “Socialdemokrats”; Sveices grupa saglaba Savienibas
nosaukumu, tacu ir spiesta iztikt bez sava regulara preses izdevuma Iidz pat 1903. gadam,
kad ar atbalstu no ASV piedalas laikraksta “Proletariets” izdoSana. Savieniba pastav l1dzas
partijai ka konkurgjoSa, tacu ieverojami vajaka organizacija, kura lielakoties sastav no
inteligentiem un ir vaji saistita ar Latvijas stradniecibu.

Vienlaikus ar notikumiem Londona un Cirihé Latvija norisinas stradnieku mobilizacija
un pasorganizacija. Arvien vairak bijuSo laukstradnieku ir sabrauku3i pilsétas - Riga,

7. Ozols, J. ["Ht."]. 1906. “Isa Latviesu socidldemokratiskas stradnieku partijas vésture 1". LatvieSu Stradnieku kalendars
1907. gadam, red. F. Rozin3, 30-58. Riga: Ernsta Krazas apgadiba.
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Jelgava, Liepaja - cerTba atrast darbu un maizi rapnicas; pilséta rodas stradnieku kustiba,
kura arvien skaidrak piesaka sevi attiecibas ar rapnicu Tpasniekiem un vietéjam varas
iestadém. Streiki un boikoti pakapeniski k|Gst par industrialo attiecibu ikdienu. Reizém
nonak art lidz vardarbigam sadursmém: visspilgtaka izpausme ir 1899. gada maija
notikuSaist.s. Rigas dumpis, kura Linu un dZutasfabrikasipasnieku konflikts ar stradniecém
paraug stihiskos nemieros vairaku dienu garuma visa pilséta. Socialdemokratijai izdodas
parnemt stradnieku kustibu savas rokas: tiesa, tas nav vienkarss uzdevums, jo par ietekmi
stradniectba cinas vairakas socialistiskas organizacijas. Vislielaka no tam ir Baltijas
LatvieSu socialdemokratiska stradnieku organizacija (BLSDSO), kuru arzemés parstav
jau iepriekS minéta Londonas grupa ar savu izdevumu “Socialdemokrats” ar Krievijas
trimda joprojam dzivojoSo Péteri Stucku ka Idzstradnieku. TaCu Riga, lielakoties krievu

<

stradnieku vida, darbojas ar1 KSDSP aktivisti, ka ar1 “SveicieSu” Valtera un Rolava balstita
LatvieSu socialdemokratu savieniba. Ebreju stradnieku un amatnieku vidi darbojas
Ebreju stradnieku savieniba jeb t. s. Bunds. Saja laika minéto organizaciju savstarpéjas
attiecibas nav naidigas: robeZas to starpa bieZi vien ir izplidusas, starp tam pastav
kontakti konkrétu personu limenT. Socidldemokratiskajam organizacijam ir daudzveidigi
starptautiskie kontakti. Pieméram, Sveices “savienibnieki” Skubikis un Rolavs palidz
Leninam ar nelegalu “Iskras” transportéSanu pari Vacijas-Krievijas robeZai Kurzemé@. Loti
interesants un literatdra mazaplikots kazussirt.s. 1904. gada Kénigsbergas sazvérestibas
prava. Austrumprisijas Kenigsberga tika tiesati Vacijas pilsoni, kuri bija nodarbojusies ar
aizliegtas literatdras kontrabandu uz Krieviju — kaut ari neviens no attiecigajiem rakstiem
nebija aizliegts pasa Vacija®. Ka liecinieki lieta bija iesaistTti arT arzemas dzivojoSie latvieSu
socialdemokrati; savukart vacu SPD (Karls Libknehts, Augusts Bébelis u. c.) izmantoja
So plasi publiskoto gadijumu, lai diskreditétu gan Krievijas despotiju, gan pasas Vacijas
valdo3as aprindas, kuras atbalstija Krievijas slepenpoliciju cina pret socialdemokratiem.

1904. gada janija, apvienojoties dazadam socialdemokratu organizacijam, tiek
nodibinata Latvijas Socialdemokratiska stradnieku partija. DibinaSanas mirkiTorganizacijai

8. Lenin V. I. 1975 [1900]. “Pis’'mo B. Akselrodu” Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 46. sgj., 69.-70. Ipp. Moscow: Izdatel’stvo
politicheskoi literatury.

9. Koenigsberger Prozess. (Tiesas materali). Berlin, “Vorwarts”, 1907.
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ir 2500 biedru, lielakoties Baltijas ripnieciskajas pilsétas'. Kristalizacijas kodols ir BLSDSO,
kuru tobrid jau parstav redzami latviesu socialdemokrati - Rozin$ (Azis), Jansons-Brauns,
Janis Ozols. Kongresa piedalas ariStucka, Vilis Dermanis, Janis Luters (Bobis). Tai pievienojas
t.s. Kurzemes grupa, kuras redzamakas figaras ir Pauls un Klara Kalnini. Programmas
aspekta LSDSP I kongress apsprieda SPD Erfurtes programmai idejiski tuvu dokumentu,
kura vienlaikus tika uzsvérta Krievijai specifiska politiskas cinas nepiecieSamiba pret
patvaldibu. Taja pasa 1904. gada saka iznakt art LSDSP galvenais nelegalais organs,
laikraksts “Cina”, kuram atskirtha no arzemés iespiesta “Socialdemokrata” jau piemit
skaidrs masu agitacijas raksturs.

Tad pienaca 1905. gads, kuratikkodibinatajaiLSDSPiznacaspélétvadoSolomu. Revolicijas
izcelSanas, kavienmér, bija rezultats daudzu apstak|u sakritibai: ieilgu3ai ekonomiskajai krizei,
cara armijas neveiksmém Krievijas—Japanas kara, arT vienkar3ai neapdomibai un noziedzigai
pavirSibai, 9. janvarl apSaujot miermiligu stradnieku demonstraciju Sanktp&terburga.
Latvija - viena no industriali attistitakajiem un izglitotakajiem impérijas regioniem - Siem
notikumiem bija plasa atbalss. Uzreiz péc 9. janvara LSDSP organizé §eneralstreiku, kur$
véerSas plaSuma. 13. janvari art Daugavmala pie Dzelzs tilta apSauj stradnieku demonstraciju,
nogalinot ap 70 cilvéku, no kuriem daudzi ir LSDSP biedri. Streikiem vérSoties plaSuma,
stradniekiem izdodas izcintt daudzus ekonomiska rakstura ieguvumus - darbadienas
saisinadanu, algas pielikumus, stradnieku parstavju ieklauSanu uznémumu parvaldés utt.
Pakapeniski protesta kustiba izplatas arT laukos: laukstradnieki piesaka streikus, rentnieki
atsakas maksat muizai renti, un tamlidzigi. Tiek iesniegtas peticijas valdibai par zemnieku
stavokla uzlabo3anu. LSDSP ir So procesu vadiba, stradajot t. s. Federativas komitejas
formata kopa ar vietgjiem Bunda un KSDSP parstavjiem. Strauji pieaug ar1 LSDSP biedru
skaits: LSDSP IT kongresa 1905. gada jlinija partijai jau ir ap 10 000 biedru™.

Jauns pavérsiens notiek 1905. gada 17. oktobri, kad slavenais cara manifests rada
nepieredzétu politisko aktivitati visa Baltijas sabiedriba - no socidldemokratiem Iidz

10. Miske V. u. c. Latvijas Komunistiskas partijas véstures apceré&jumi. Latvijas KP CK Partijas véstures institdts - PSKP CK
Marksisma-leninisma institata filiale; (3. s&j.). Riga: Latvijas Valsts izdevnieciba, 1961-1981. 3 s§j., 1. s&j., 74. Ipp.

11. LKP 25 gadi. Rakstu un materialu krajums. Kongresu, konferen¢u un CK svarigakie [émumi un rezolcijas. Maskava,
Prometejs: 1929, 39. Ipp.
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monarhistiem un muizniectbai. Tomér vienigi socialdemokratiem ir plass atbalsts
sabiedribas nepriviligétajos slanos unvéra nemama masu organizacija. Viens no manifesta
ieguvumiem ir varda un pulcéSanas brivibas garantija, kas nekavéjoties tiek likta lieta,
socidldemokratiem publicgjoties legalaja pres&, rikojot masu akcijas, u. tml. Biedru skaits
ir pieaudzis Iidz 15- 18 tikstosiem™. Sajas 1905. gada rudens “brivibas dienas”, liela méra
LSDSP vadiba un parraudziba, notiek virkne Latvijas demokratijai izSkiroSu notikumu: 10.-
15. novembrT Riga sanak Latvijas tautskolotaju kongress, 19.-20. novembri - Vidzemes un
Kurzemes pagasta delegatu kongress. P&dé&jam ir svariga nozime Latvijas demokratijas
attistiba, jo kongress balstijas jaunievélétas, demokratiskas vietvaras organizacijas - t. s.
ricthas komitejas, kuram bija jaisteno vietgja pasvaldiba neatkarigi no cara valdibas un
muiZniectbas kontrolétas vietgjas administracijas. Ta sniedza arT plasas, konsolidétas
darbibas pieredzi: Rigas generalstreiki bija plaSakie impérija.

Batu aplami idealizét 1905. gada revolicijas norisi un LSDSP lomu taja. Zem
socialdemokratu karoga noritéja arf laupianas un slepkavibas; tika iznicinats ievérojams
daudzums kultdras vértibu. Vienlaikus, ka jebkura revoldcija, ta sniedza latvieSiem art
vértigu brivibas pieredzi, parliectbu par spéju paSiem organizét savu dzivi. Revoldcija
tika apspiesta ilga un asinaina reakcija: jau 1905. gada novembri Vidzemé mégina ieviest
karastavokli; LSDSP atbild ar generalstreiku. Par spiti iek$&jai opozicijai, partija atsakas
no vienotas brunotas sacelSanas - arT tad, kad 1905. gada decembri $ada sacelSanas jau
notiek Maskava. Rezultata brunotas sadursmes notiek izkliedéti, uz vietam: viena pusé
ir latvieSu revolucionari, otra - gan vietgjas vachaltieSu paSaizsardzibas jeb Selbstschutz
vienibas, gan arf cara armijas spéki. Pédgjiem izdevas apspiest nemierus, kam sekoja
neZéligas atmaksas akcijas t. s. soda ekspediciju forma - maju dedzinasanas, aresti,
spidzinasanas, aizdomas turéto “no3ausana bégot”, un tamlidzigi. * LSDSP zaudé&ja virkni
paSaizliedzigu un energisku biedru. Daudzi vai nu aizb&ga uz arzemém, vai nogaja pagridé.
TieSi Sados apstak|os 1906. gada vasara partija pienéma Iémumu par apvienoSanos
ar KSDSP, parsaucoties par Latvijas Socialdemokratiju (LSD, Couuangemokpatus

12. LKP véstures apcerg&jumi, op. cit., 1. s&j., 118. Ipp.
13. Sk. Endrups R. Revolucionaras cinas krituSo pieminas gramata. 1.-2. s&j. Maskava: Prometejs, 1933-1936.
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JANIS PLIEKSANS JEB RAINIS (1865-1929)

Tevijas milétaji

Kas mile teviju, tiem ir savs kakts,

Kur lietu patverties un nolikt galvu;

Tiem miera prats un maizes rieks par balvu,
Tie maz ko beda, lai visapkart nakts.

Bet vai! par tiem, kas straujak sledz to sirdi, —
Tie liktens amuram ir smédes lakts,

Tos tevuzemes sapes kalot tirdi —

Bez poezijas piekal tos pie cietas

Pie tevzem-sienas, rokas top tiem sietas.

Krajums “Talas noskanas zila vakara”, 1903.

Rainis “Dienas Lapas” redaktora laika. Riga,
1893. gads. Foto: J. Golvers. Rakstniecibas un
mazikas muzeja krajums

Dzejnieks, tulkotajs, dramaturgs, iespéjams, visu laiku izcilakais
latvie$u literats. Viens no pirmajiem marksisma popularizétajiem
Latvija, “Dienas Lapas” redaktors (1893-1895), LSDSP biedrs no 1904. gada. 1897. gada Jaunas stravas procesa
sodits ar izsatjjumu uz lekskrieviju. Péc atgrie$anas Latvija aktivi piedalas 1905. gada revolucija, ari ka
kaujinieks. 1905. gada decembri emigré uz Sveici, kur lidzas razigam literaram darbam piedalas ari emigréjuso
latviesu socialdemokratu kopienas dzivé. Lai gan Rainis ir nodarbojies ari ar politisku publicistiku, tomér
vina nozimigakais devums latviesu sabiedriskajai kustibai ir vina literara dailrade — gan socialkritiska dzeja
revolucionara tonkarta krajumos “Talas noskanas zila vakara” un “Vétras séja”, gan 1905. gada gaisotné pirmoreiz
uzvesta luga “Uguns un nakts”, gan veélak, kara laika, sarakstita dramatiska poéma “Daugava”. Rainim ka
literatam gan nav konsekventas politiskas doktrinas, tomér vins visas dzives laika pieturas pie kreisiem, briziem

pat radikaliem, politiskajiem uzskatiem apvienojuma ar ripém par latvie$u valodas un kultaras kopsanu.

1919. gada Rainis kopa ar dzivesbiedri Aspaziju atgriezas Latvija un no LSDSP saraksta tiek ievéléts Satversmes
sapulcé. Aktivi piedalas Satversmes izstradé, partija vinu vairakkart izvirza Valsts prezidenta amatam. No 1921.
lidz 1925. gadam Rainis ir Nacionala teatra direktors, savukart Margera Skujenieka t. s. “kreisas” valdibas laika no
1926. lidz 1928. gadam - izglitibas ministrs. Savas popularitates dé] Rainis socialdemokratijai bija loti nozimigs

resurss; arl vina runas Saeima pieder izcilakajiem parlamentaras runas paraugiem latvie$u valoda.

Natbiwckaro Kpas). Tas noziméja cieSaku integraciju KSDSP, piedaliSanos tas kongresos,
sadarbibu agitacijas un propagandas jautajumos. LSD, ka jau redzams p&c nosaukuma,
bija teritoriala organizacija (LSDSP turpreti - nacionala), tadé| tai nacas sadarboties ar
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Latvija stradajoSam cittautieSu organizacijam. Piemé&ram, Riga bija aktivs ebreju Bunds,
ka arf KSDSP viet&ja nodala, kuras vadiba kadu laiku atradas vélakais PSRS Arlietu tautas
komisars Maksims Litvinovs. Vienlaikus, ITdz pat Pirmajam pasaules karam, LSD saglabaja
ievérojamu autonomiju: tai bija savi preses organi un iek$gja polemika ar savu, no KSDSP
atSkirigu dienaskartibu.

Tomér daltba KSDSP arT latvieSu vidé ienesa krievu socialdemokratiem jau kops
1903. gada raksturigo antagonismu starp bolSevikiem un men3evikiem. Lai gan LSD
nesaskélas ITdz pat 1917. gadam, ideologiskas debates bieZi bija krievu ietekmétas. AtSkirthas
starp bolSevikiem un menSevikiem ir griti aptvert viena teikuma. BolSeviki lielakoties
iestajas par mazaku, bet konsolidétaku un ideologiski vienotaku partiju; men3evikiem bija
ttkams lielaks pluralisms un partijas iekS&ja demokratija. Men3eviki lielakoties bija pozitivi
noskanoti par sadarbibu ar burzuaziskam partijam - liberaliem, dazadiem sikburzuaziskiem
socialistiem (eseriem, anarhistiem u. tml,), dazadam nacionalitaSu partijam; turpreti
bolSeviki Sada sadarbiba saskatija draudus proletariata interesém un sléptu burZuazijas
sabotazu. Politiskas cinas jautajumus skara vél kada batiska atSkirtba: ja men3eviki kopuma
iestajas par pakapenisku cinu legalo iesp&ju ietvaros, pieméram, parlamenta, tad bo|Seviki
uzsvéra brunotas proletariskas revollcijas nepiecieSamibu. P&c 1905. gada revolicijas
visvairak Skepu tika lauzts par nelegalas partijas likteniem: menSeviki aicinaja to likvidat,
jo pasreizéjos “pseido-konstitucionalas monarhijas” apstaklos pareizak ir izmantot legalas
cnas iespéjas, pieméram, ar 17. oktobra manifestu iedibinataja Krievijas Valsts domé,
legalaja presé un arodbiedribas, neka nepartraukti riskét ar arestiem un konfliktét ar varas
iestadem. Bo|Seviki turpret aicinaja saglabat nelegalo partiju ka cinas organizaciju nakotnes
revolucijai, kurai, péc vinu domam, bija neizbégami jaseko. Legalas iespgjas bija jaizmanto
agitacijai, taCu partijas kodolam bija japaliek nelegalam.

Ar1 latvieSu socialdemokratu vidd atspogulojas Sis atSkirtbas. Legalais darbs LSD
sekméjas: partijai kopuma ir labi panakumi Valsts domes véléSanas. Pirmas Valsts domes
véleésanas LSD nepiedalijas, jo pécrevoliicijas terora apstaklos tai nebija iesp&ju izverst
agitaciju. Otraja Valsts domé tiek ievéléts socidldemokrats Janis Ozols, kurS iesniedza
interpelacijas par spidzinaSanam un soda ekspediciju darbu Baltija. Kad tika atlaista arT Otra
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Valsts dome un batiski saSaurinatas balsstiesibas, TreSaja Domes sasaukuma tiek ievéléts
socialdemokrats A. Priedkalns. Vienlaikus nelegala partija piedzivo vairakus btiskus
triecienus no varas iestazu puses, ka rezultata tas darbiba ir btiski apgratinata. 1907. un
1908. gada no arestiem smagi cieS Rigas socialdemokrati. 1908. un 1909. gada policija
arestéja visus LSD Rigas konferences daltbniekus, Ilidzigas akcijas notika arT Liepaja un
Ventspill. Tika konfiscétas vairakas nelegalas tipografijas, “Cinas” izdo3ana tika parcelta uz
arzemém. ArTpartijas kongresi, [1dzigi ka KSDSP kopéjie kongresi, represiju dé| tiek organizéti
arzemés. 1911. gada méginaja noorganizét kongresu Helsingforsa (masdienu Helsinkos),
tacu, ta ka tam pat Somija ir nakusi uz peédam policija, kongresu izdodas sarikot tikai péc trim
gadiem - 1914. gada - Brisel&. Pa to laiku vairaki partijas biedri no inteligences aprindam
aktivi piedalas legalas preses polemikas, briziem aizplivurota forma apspriezot politiskus
jautajumus: vésturisko materialismu, latvieSu inteligences lomu, un tamlidzigi.

Pirmskara gadus LSD pavada menSevistiska vadiba, kas ipaSi necer uz revolucionaro
nemieru atsakSanos un aicina koncentréties uz legalas darbibas iesp&jam biedribas, uz
stradnieku izglttoSanas darbu u. tml. AtseviSkas partijas grupas (pieméram, Rigas IV, t. s.
Aleksandra vartu rajons) gan bija tuvakas bolSevikiem, tacu Idz pat LSD IV kongresam
1914. gada aprili partijas centralkomiteja dominé menSeviki. Vini arT ir tie, kas pauZ LSD
nostaju pret Lenina 1912. gada tiri bolSevistisko Pragas konferenci ka nelegitimu. Galvenais
konflikts starp menSevikiem un bolSevikiem ir attieksme pret likvidatoriem (t. i., visiem,
kas vélas ierobeZot nelegalas partijas darbu un neuzstaj uz revollcijas organizésanu) un
nosacijumi, uz kadiem KSDSP vajadz&tu no jauna apvienoties. LSD IV kongress 1914. gada
junija, kura viesa statusa piedalas arT Lenins, iezimé lazumu: bolSevistiska pozicija nem
virsroku, vienlaikus atliekot jautajumu par LSD attiecibam ar KSDSP bo|Seviku un menSeviku
dalam uz vélaku laiku. Latvie3u socialdemokratu vairakums izlemj sekot Leninam, vienlaikus
nepiekrtot pilniba saplst ar bolSeviku partiju. Rezuméjot varam teikt, ka, par spiti viedok|u
daZadibaiunfundamentalisaskeltas krievu partijas ietekmei, LSD izdodas saglabat vienotibu
[dz pat 1917. gadam, kad kars un Krievijas revoldcija ir radTjusi pilntgi jaunu situaciju.
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Lai saprastu latvieSu socialdemokratu attiecibas ar valstiskumu kopuma un
suverénu Latvijas nacijvalsti jo Tpasi, ir nepiecieSams Tsi pievérsties socialdemokratijas
teorijai. Marksisms cilvéces politisko attistibu apliko caur ekonomikas prizmu - to, ka
konkréta laika dzivo cilveki nosaka raZotajspéki, t. sk. tehnologijas, un to mijiedarbiba ar
razoSanas attiectham, vispirms, IpaSuma attiectbam. Valstiskums un politika ir pakartoti
ekonomikai, un politiska vara katra konkréta sabiedriba apkalpo valdo3o Skiru - tos, kas
kontrolé razoSanas Iidzek|us: zemi, ripnicas utt. Ar 19. gadsimta Rietumeiropas liberala,
konstitucionala valsts vispirms darbojas sava laika valdo$as Skiras, t. i., burZuazijas
interesés: kaut arT formali ta pasludina cilvékus par briviem un vienlidzigiem, realitaté
noteico3as ir burzuazijas intereses. Nakotng, kad norisinasies pareja no burzuaziskas uz
socialistisku iekartu, neizb8gami mainisies ari valsts iekarta. BurZuaziskas, privatipaSuma
balstitas, konstitucionalas valsts vieta naks darbalauZu republika, kura pirmo reizi
cilveces vesturé darbosies nevis mantiga mazakuma, bet gan stradajo3a vairakuma
interesés — atcels privatipaSumu, nodro3inas taisnigu labumu sadali, rip&sies par visu
cilvéku vajadzibam bez izSkiribas. Socidldemokratijas izpratne par politiku nav saprotama,
nenemot véra sabiedribas progresu. Padreizéja sabiedriski politiska iekarta nav maziga:
to agrivai vélu aizstas cita, taisnigaka, kura demokratija vairs nebas tikai formali politiska,
bet artsociala.

Socialdemokratijas veidoSanas 19. gadsimta sakrit ar dazadu nacionalisma ideologiju
popularitati. Tau socialdemokratijas vizija par nakotnes sabiedribu ir inter-nacionala.
Nacionalisma ideologijas raisitas naciju pretrunas, péc socialdemokratu domam, ir
buruazijas instruments darbalauzu paklauSanai. Ta rada ilGziju par vienas nacijas
burZuazijas un darbalauZu intereSu kopibu; tacu realitaté, teiksim, polu darbalaudim
ir daudz vairak kopigu intereSu ar vacu darbalaudim, neka ar polu burZuaziju. Pats
kapitalisms jau ir kluvis kosmopolitisks: kapitals plast pari robezam, meklgjot jaunas
pelnas iespéjas visas pasaules zemés un regionos. Tadé| ari visu tautu apzinigajiem
stradniekiem ir jasavienojas kopigai cinai pret globalo kapitalismu (no Sejienes arl
pazistamais lozungs “Visu zemju proletariesi, savienojieties!"), nevis jalaujas ilGzijam par
nacionalo solidaritati ar saviem “tautieSiem” burZujiem. Ka redzésim vélak, Saja stingraja
teorija prakse ieviesis savas korekcijas. Tacu nacionalisms socialdemokratiem neizb&gami
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ir burzuazisks: ta “nacijas vientba”, par kuru runa burzuaziskie ideologi, de facto strada par
labu priviligetajam Skiram.

Vienlaikus svarigi, ka socidldemokratija ir internaciondla, nevis anti-nacionala vai
kosmopolitiska. Proti, ta nenoliedz atseviSko tautu tiesibas uz savu valodu un kultdru
saglabasanu. Tacu to saglabasanai nebdt nav nepiecieSama noslég3anas nacijvalstr.
GluZi pretgji, valstu robeZas misdienas ir nepiecieSamas vietgjai burZuazijai ieksgja
tirgus nesaudzigai izmantoSanai; tad, kad cilveki dzivos briva darbalauzu republika, péc
Sadas dalisanas nebds nepiecieSamibas un dazadas darbalauzu republikas varés dzivot
briva, federala savientba. ST domu gaita ir japaskaidro tuvak. Masdienu Eiropa ka normu
esam piengmusi “small is beautiful”, proti, ka arT mazas nacijvalstis var bat ekonomiski
efektivas un politiski veiksmigas (reizém aizmirstot, ka patiesiba So valstu veiksmi
nodroSina to integracija starptautiskas organizacijas, ka ES, eirozona, un tamlidzigi).
Talu 19. gadsimta nogalé, kad veidojas socialdemokratija, mazu nacijvalstu izplatiba tika
uztverta ka divainiba, varbt pat ka reakcionara atgrieSanas pie feodalas fragmentacijas.
Turklat td domaja ne tikai socialdemokrati. Kapitalisma izplatiba drizak veicinaja lielu
un arvien cieSak integrétu telpisku veidojumu rasanos: pasaulé ietekmigaka bija Britu
impérija, taCu ari Eiropa 19. gadsimta otraja pusé top Vacijas impérija un apvienota Italija.
Socialdemokrati, kas redz&ja pasauli socialekonomiskas kategorijas, neuzskatija, ka katrai
tautai bitu nepiecieSama sava atseviSka nacijvalsts. TieSi tadél laba dala socialdemokratu,
teiksim, Vacija vai Lielbritanija, bija godpratigi imperialisti: vini gan iestajas par
darbalauzu solidaritati, tacu $o darbalauZu dali$anas pa savam nacionalajam istabinam
likas bezjedziga. Galu gala, nakotné tacu gaida vispasaules socialistiska federacija.

Vienlaikus socialdemokratiem 19./20. gadsimta mija nacas atzit, ka nacionalisms
ir ietekmigs mobilizacijas faktors arT darbalauZu vidd. Karlis Markss neloloja nekadas
simpatijas pret “nacionalas paSnoteikSanas” kustibam, tomér vina ietekmigakais
skolnieks Vladimirs IJji¢s Uljanovs - Lenins So faktoru uztvéra jau nopietni. TieSi tada
krievu socialdemokrati jau no paSa sakuma sava programma ietvéra tautu tiesibas uz
pa$noteik3anos, Iidz pat tiesibam atdaltties no Krievijas. STm “pa3noteik$anas tiestbam”
laika gaita nacas piedzivotdaudz dazaduinterpretaciju, tacutas ir svarigi apluikot konteksta.
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Vispirms, cina pret Krievijas autokratiju ir labi jebkuri ITdzekli. Ja nacionala kustiba,
teiksim, maZdien dumpigaja Polija, vajina cara patvaldibu, tad socialdemokratiem ta ir
jaatbalsta. Tacu jautajums, kas kura gadijuma ir tauta: Leninam ta vispirms ir darba tauta,
nevis nacionalistiska burZuazija un inteligence. Protams, ka tautam nav pasnoteik3anas
tiestbu, lai dibinatu savu burZuazisku republiku. Tatu tautas to arT nedaris: vinu interesés
ir nodibinat demokratiskas darbalauZu republikas, kuras ka tadas nevélésies atdalities
no citam demokratiskam darbalauzu republikam, ar kuram tas vieno kopigs mérkis -
socialistiskas sabiedribas veido3ana. Isi sakot, socidldemokratu deklarétas tautu
tiesibas uz pasnoteikSanos bija saprotamas tikai vinu programmas konteksta, nevis ka
neierobeZotas tiestbas uz atdaliSanos.

Socialdemokratu teorijas pielietojums Latvijas un latvieSu konteksta, protams, bija
specifisks. Jauna strava, no vienas puses, bija célusies no latvieSu tautiskas kustibas un
redz&ja sevi ka tautiskas kustibas idealu turpinataju. Oficialais latvieSu nacionalisms, kuru
parstavéja RLB, pécjaunstravniekudomam, bija pazaudéjis savusocialkritisko dimensiju un
interesi par nepriviligeto latvieSu likteniem. Tas bija k|uvis paSapmierinats, konformistisks
un burZuazisks. Tomér, no otras puses, jaunstravniekus ar latvieSu nacionalisma tradiciju
vienoja parlieciba par latvieSu nakotni Krievija: tautiskas kustibas vadoni (Fricis Veinbergs,
Aleksandrs Vebers u. c.) redzéja Latviju ka autonomu provinci liberalizéta impérija, bet
jaunstravnieki pamazam saka domat par impérijas parvérsanu socialistiska federacija -
protams, cie3a saikné ar Eiropa, vispirms Vacija, notiekoso.

Pirma atklata polemika par latvieSu nakotni aizsakas jau 1899. gada Londona
iespiestaja laikraksta “LatvieSu Stradnieks”, un viedok|us taja pauz Fricis Rozin$ un Mikelis
Valters - abi Krievijas cietumiem izb&gusi liepajnieki. Mikelis Valters redz topo3o Latvijas
socialdemokratisko kustibu ka iepriek$gjas latvieSu tautiskas kustibas turpinajumu, kur
proletariats ir mantojis latvieSu tautas atbrivoSanas misiju: “ja agrak tas ienaidnieks bija
vacu macitajs, junkurs vai birgeris, tad tagad tas ir latvieSu birgeris”. Turpretl Rozins ir
stingrs internacionalists, apgalvojot, ka “socialdemokratiska stradnieku kustiba ir nacionala
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péc formas, ne péc satura.”™ LatvieSiem ir jacinas pret savu nacionalo burZuaziju, tacu, kad
socialisms bas sasniegts, nacionalajam at3kirtbam vairs nebds nekadas nozimes.

Tadéjadijau 1900. gada teksta ieziméjas domstarpibas starp vélakajiem partijniekiem un
savientbniekiem. Pirmie ir stingri internacionalisti, bet otrie, jo paSi savienibnieku galvenais
ideologs Valters, uztver apziméjumu “socialdemokratija” loti plasi un cen3as sintezét to ar
daZadiem citiem stravojumiem. BieZi piemin&ts ir vina 1903. gada raksts “Patvaldibu nost!
Krieviju nost!” saméra mazpazistamaja savienibnieku izdevuma “Proletariets”. Seit Valters
pirmoreiz piedava Krievijas sadalisanu ka visefektivako veidu apkarot autokratiju:

““Tev nepiecieSama tava pascieniba, ne tik vien tava laba, Tev jacinas péc tavas
personas brivibas, tas ir visu Krievija dzivojoSo tautu laba,” sakam més uz ikvienu
cilveku. Tas pats mums jasaka ikvienai Krievijas tautai: “nodibini sevi pascienibu,
atzisti savu personu, savu batibu, lauzies ara no Krievijas, stiprini izSkaido3as
tendences Krievija, jo tas nak visu tautu un visu Krievijas iedzivotaju laba; plasini savu
brivibas aploku, centies palikt par sava liktena noleméju, macies pasorganizaciju,
paSparvaldibu, pastiesasanu, esi pati likumu devéja."?

Klasiskajai socialdemokratijai, péc Valtera domam, nav nekadas pozitivas programmas,
ka realizét naciju paSnoteikSanos. Ta ir mekléjama Sada republikaniska paSorganizacijas
ideja. ArT LSDSP péc nodibinaSanas nodarbojas ar naciondlo jautdjumu. Kad 1905. gada
junija tiek pienemta pirma LSDSP programma, ta prasa “Krievijas demokratiskas republikas
robeZas."" Vienlaikus St plasa prasiba netiek izvérsta talak, nemot véra, ka kongresa politisko
prasibu centra ir radikala Krievijas demokratizacija, pilsoniskas brivibas, kartu atcelSana, ka
art astonu stundu darbadiena, stradnieku apdroSinasana u. tml. LSDSP kopuma atzist tautu
pasnoteik3anas tiesibas, vienlaikus noteikti neredzot tas ka Idzekli Latvijas atdaliSanai no

14, Valters M. [“M. W."]. 1900. “Iz latvieSu sadzives”. LatvieSu Stradnieks, no. 5: 151.-162; Rozins F. ["A.”]. 1900. “Tauta un
tévzeme”. LatvieSu Stradnieks, no. 5 (Aprilis).

15. Valters M. 1903. “Patvaldibu nost! Krieviju nost!” Proletariets, Politikas un Zinatnes laikraksts, no. 11: 65.-67. Ipp.
16. LKP 25 gadi. 41. Ipp.
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Krievijas. SavienTbnieku “proletariskais nacionalisms"” tika turéts aizdomas par sikburzuazisku
noslieci.

Tas gan nenozimé, ka LSDSP nebitu apzinajusies savu nacionalo savdabibu. Galu gala,
ta bija dibinata ka latvieSu (nevis Latvijas) partija, un nebat negrasijas So savu savdabibu
noliegt. Tas ir redzams, aplukojot 1904.-1905. gada diskusijas par LSDSP attiectham
ar KSDSP: vai tas batu kartojamas vienibas vai federacijas forma? Pat vélakie latvieSu
bolSeviki, pieméram, P&teris Stucka, aizstav federativas attiecibas, lidzigas tam, kadas
ar KSDSP uztur ebreju Bunds". Isi sakot, LSDSP veidojas ka internacionalistiska latviesu
partija.

1905. gada revoliicijas centra neapSaubami ir socidlas prasibas. Tomér vairaki
dokumenti prasa arT nacionali kulturalas tiestbas — pieméram, atjaunot izglitibu latvieSu
valoda tautskolas. ArT LSDSP socialdemokrati prasa Latvijai plaSu autonomiju Krievijas
sastava. Visplasaka rezonanse bija pagastu delegatu kongresam, kur$ aptuveni 1000
cilveku sastava sanaca 19.-20. novembri®. Tika parspriestas vietgjas paSvaldibas
reformas, kuram nakotné likumsakarigi vajadzétu novest pie autonomas Latvijas
izveides - ieskaitot arT Latgali jeb “Vitebskas Latviju”, kuras delegati piedalijas kongresa.
Tiesa, Sis autonomijas projekts, lai gan tika plasi diskutéts, tomér netika formuléts un
pienemts: gaidas no nakotnes bija parlieku optimistiskas.

Sauraka apjoma savu darbibu revolticijas laika izvérs arf Savieniba, kuras biedri Latvija
lielakoties sastav nointeligentiem. Lidzas Valteram, Rolavam un Skubikim 1905. gada tai pieder
(vaivismaz ir ar to cieSi saistiti) arTJanis Akuraters, Janis Poruks, Apsesdéls, Karlis Dislers, Karlis
Skalbe, Eduards Treimanis (Zvargulis) un citas pazistamas personas. LSS 1905. gada decembr1
izvirzitas prasibas autonomijas zina ir radikalakas. No vienas puses, Savieniba aicina nekavéjosi
sasaukt Krievijas Satversmes sapulci, lai parvérstu impériju “par brivu tautu demokratisku
republiku ar tieSu likumdoSanu.” No otras puses, Latvijai tiek prasita de facto suverenitate:

17. Stucka, P. 1904. “Vieniba vai federacija”. Socialdemokrats, no. 24: 1.-24. Ipp.
18. Sk. Longworth J. 1959. Latvian Congress of the Rural Delegates. Northeast European Archives.
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“5. Visa latvieSu apdzivota zeme - Kurzeme, Dienvidus Vidzeme un Inflantija
[t. i, Latgale] - apvienojas viena paSvaldibas apgabala - Latvija, ar pilnvarigam
pasnolem3anas tiestbam visa ST apgabala iek3gja dzive.

6. Latvijas paSnolemS3anas tiesibas pieder visai vinas pilsonu kopibai, neskatoties
uz dzimumu, tictbu un tautibu.

7. Latvijas paSnolemsanas tiesibas izpauZas: a) vinas likumdosSanas autonomija, t. i.,
atseviska parlamenta darbiba un noteik3ana caur visiem Latvijas iedzivotajiem; b)
vinasizpildu ricibas patstaviba, jeb parvaldibas un tiesas autonomija, t.i., amatviru
ieveléSana un iestaZu uzraudziba.""

Lai nu ka, revoldcija un tai sekojo3a reakcija stiprina centralisma stravu latvieSu
socialdemokratija. LSDSP 1906. gada pievienojas KSDSP un tiek pardévéta teritoriali,
par “Latvijas socialdemokratiju”. Ar1 LSS formali pievienojas krievu socialistiem
revolucionariem, tomér redzamakie biedri Savientbu ir jau pametusi. Inteligenti atgriezas
savas miera laiku profesijas un refleksijas, savukart radikali teroristi turpina savas
pagrides gaitas krievu eseru kaujas organizaciju sastava®.

LatvieSu kreisa politika pie nacionalas témas atgriezas vienigi Pasaules kara
priekSvakara, kad savus parspriedumus par to publicé divi latvieSu intelektuali: menSeviks
Margers Skujenieks ar gramatu “Nacionalais jautajums Latvija” (1914) un savienibnieks
Mikelis Valters ar “Latvie3u kultdras demokratija, vinas spéki un uzdevumi” (1913). Sie
darbi mazak ietver pozitivas programmas, cik pauZ neapmierinatibu ar socidldemokratu
vairakuma domingjo3o anacionalo, internacionalistisko stravu. Tie abi pauZ centienus
reabilitét nacionalo jautajumu latvieSu demokratisko aprindu acis, atbrivojot to gan no
“mamulnieku” konformisma, gan no bolSeviku nacionala nihilisma. Skujenieks seko tolaik

19. LatvieSu socialdemokratu savienibas pirmais visparéjais Kongress, noturéts Riga, 29. un 30. decembri 1905. g. (broStra)
Riga, 1905, 5. Ipp.

20. Sk., piem., Pumpurin3 T. 2005. “Terora lielmeistars — Alberts Traubergs no C&sim.” Gram.: Informacija, revoldcija, reakcija
1905.-2005. Starptautiskas konferences materiali. Riga: Latvijas Nacionala bibliotéka. 2005. 134.-140.
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popularajai austro-marksisma (Otto Bauera un Karla Rennera) tradicijai: tieSi stradniectbai
batu jartpéjas par nacionalas valodas un kultdras attistibu, jo tikai caur to stradnieciba
var uzlabot savu stavokli. Kultdrai ir jaklast par nepriviligétas stradnieku Skiras fpaSumu,
novérsot augstako slanu un burzuazijas monopolu uz kulturalu attistibu:

“Ja arT vél tagad lielai stradnieku dalai laupita iespéja izlietot kultras iequvumus,
tad tomér novérojama visai neparprotama tendence - kultdras un Iidz ar to ari
nacijas demokratizéSana. Kamér viduslaikos kultdra bija garidzniecibas un vélak
art brunniecibas priekSrociba un tikai vélak Sim grupam pievienojas arT pilsoniba,
tikmér tagad vienmér plasakas masas piedalas tautas kultdras izmanto3ana.
Modernais kapitalisms milzu soliem tuvina tautas demokratizéSanai. Kad uztveram
tautu ka procesu, tad varam bez iebildumiem runat par tautu ka par cilvéku kopibu,
kuru apvieno kopiga kultdra. — Stradnieki ir galvenie nacijas demokratizétaji,
stadnieku Skiras evoliicionistiski-nacionala politika, saka O. Bauers, nekavé nacijas
rakstura attistibu, bet censas visu tautu parverst par naciju.””

Skujenieks nacionalo jautajumu aktualizé Baltijas gubernu paSparvaldes reformu
konteksta, kur kartéjo reizi tiek méginats landtagu vieta ieviest zemstes. Vin$ pamato
Latvijas (ieskaitot Latgali) autonomiju, uzsverot tas rietumeiropeisko dabu, un paredz tai
demokratiski vélétu paSvaldibas iestadi, ka art latvieSu valodas tiesibu paplasinasanu.
Nacionala autonomija neparedz Skiru izzusanu latvieSu starpa; ta paredz zemako Skiru,
t.i., stradniectbas iesp&jas attistities un tuvinaties par&jam. Skujenieks $o savu pieeju sauc
par “evolucionistiski nacionalu politiku”.

21. Skujenieks M. 1914. Nacionalais jautajums Latvija. Péterburga: A. Gulbis, 1914, 15. Ipp.
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MARGERS SKUJENIEKS (1886-1941)

Politikis, statistikis un publicists, viens no ievérojamakajiem

socialdemokratiem - neatkarigas Latvijas valsts dibinasanas
aizstavjiem. Pievienojas socialdemokratiem vél pirms 1905. gada
revolacijas. Ka lieliski sagatavots statistikis vin§ pamato Latvijas
autonomijas ideju, uzsverot nacionalo un skirisko principu savstarpéjo
mijiedarbi, nevis to antagonismu. Vina galvenais iedvesmas avots ir
t. s. austromarksisms un Otto Bauera darbi. Pirma pasaules kara laika

Skujenieks aktiviiesaistas latviesu beglu apgadasana un kopa ar citiem

socialdemokratiem maziniekiem ka] planus par Latvijas autonomiju.
Valsts dibinasana 1918. gada novembri vinam ka Demokratiska

bloka parstavim ir iz$kirosa loma dazadu interesu saskano$ana.

Kops 18. novembra Skujenieks ir Tautas padomes priek$sédétaja Jana
Cakstes biedrs.

Margers Skujenieks. 20. gs. 20. gadi. Foto:

Martin3 Lapins. Latvijas Nacionala véstures
muzeja krajums. daudzveidigos liktenus Latvijas politika. 1921. gada Skujenieks

Velaka  Skujenieka darbiba atspogulo socialdemokratu

ar 18 deputatiem at$kelas no LSDSP frakcijas, lai izveidotu savu
“Socialdemokratu-mazinieku” partiju. Ta, vélak pardévéta par Progresivo apvienibu, pakapeniski zaudé
ietekmi. Skujenieks pats vada divas valdibas, t. sk. kreiso ar LSDSP piedalisanos, pakapeniski arvien vairak
dreiféjot labéja virziena ar viegli Sovinistisku piesitienu.

1934. gada Skujenieks ka tautai tuvs “socialists” tiek ieklauts Ulmana autoritaraja kabineta ka Ministru
prezidenta biedrs, bet 1938. gada $o amatu pamet valdibas iek$éjo nesaskanu dé]. 1940. gada péc padomju
okupacijas tiek arestéts, izvests uz Maskavu un nosauts 1941. gada 12. jalija Lubjankas cietuma.

“Palukosimies uz stradniekiem. Vaj vini, aizstavedami savas saimnieciskds intereses, atsakas no savu
nacionalo mérku sasniegSanas. Nebut ne. Taisni uzlabodami savu saimniecisko stavokli, stradnieki iegust
iespejamibu parversties par kultaraliem cilvekiem un savas tautas kultaralds vienibas pilntiesiskakiem
dalibniekiem. (..) Nav pretrunu starp stradnieka $kiras interesem un tiem centieniem, kuyus tam javeicina ka
nepilntiesigas tautas loceklim. Taisni Skiru cina var visu tautu tuvindt tautas kultirai un ar to veicinat tautas
kultarala speka pieaugSanu. Tamde] stradnieku censands atvieglindt visai tautai pieeju pie nacijas kultaraliem
ieguvumiem ir svariga nacionalas politikas sastavdala, kuras nozime lielaka par sikpilsonibas oportunistisko
realpolitiku.” M. S. Nacionalais jautajums Latvija. Péterburga: A. Gulbis, 1913, 132. Ipp.
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Arm Mikelis Valters runad par naciondlo autonomiju ka kulturalas attistibas
priek$noteikumu, tiesa gan, neprecizéjot, kadas tieSi politiskas iestades batu
nepiecieSamas Sada mérka sasniegsSanai:

“Ar citiem vardiem, masu dazadas kultdras iestades varés tikai tad sekmigi
attistities, kad tam bds par pamatu visu latvieSu kultdras slanu bloks, sakot no
galéja kreisa sparna un beidzot ar tiem liberalajiem slaniem, kuri nav vél tiktal
aptumsojusi savu pratu, ka tie vairs negribétu redzét, ka masu tautas iek3gja
uzbdve ir pate par sevi jau demokratisks bloks. [..] Bet kultdras kustiba, kas gribétu
misu apstaklos apmierinaties vienigi ar parastiem sikiem kultras jautajumiem,
atrastos uz nepareiza cela [..] Masu kultdras jautajumi ir daudz plasaki tadel, ka
tie tai pasa laika grib likt visam kultdras darbam politiski nepiecieSamako formu
pamatus.”?

Jebkura gadijuma, pirms Pasaules kara latvieSu kreisi demokratiskajas aprindas ir
vérojams intereses pieaugums par nacionalas autonomijas problematiku, vélme meklét
kompromisus starp socialo emancipaciju un latvieSu kulturalo autonomiju. Nacionalo
kultdru, pasapzinu un kopibas sajltu arvien biezak mégina izprast ka resursu, nevis kavékli
socialo mérku sasnieg3anai - vienlaikus norobeZojoties no RLB “oficiala” nacionalisma.

Jautajuma par nacionalo autonomiju LSDSP nebija konsolidéta. P&c 1905. gada
revollcijas internacionalistiska tendence bija spéciga, pateicoties Lenina un bolSeviku
ietekmei. Vienlaikus taja bija arT ievérojams daudzums biedru, kuru acis latvieSu kultarai
un autonomijai bija pietiekosi liela vértiba. Saja laika Savienibas publiska nozime bija
sarukusi, savukart Partija neviens neizvirzija idejas par secesiju un neatkarigas Latvijas
izveidi. Tomér janem véra, ka Sadus uzskatus latvieSu politiskaja spektra tolaik nepauda
art gandriz neviens cits — nedz ar RLB saistitie Frica Veinberga un Fridriha Grosvalda
konservativie monarhisti, nedz ap Arvedu Bergu un “Dzimtenes V&stnesi” pulcétie latvieSu
liberali. KopS 1905. gada Latvijas autonomijas projekti kluva par apspriestu tému - ta

22. Valters M. 1913. Latvie3u kultaras demokratija, vinas sp&ki un uzdevumi. Riga: Valters un Rapa, 22.-25. Ipp.

30

2 | SOCIALDEMOKRATIJA UN VALSTISKUMS

iemesls bija art diskusijas Krievijas Valsts domé. Tomér visaktivak $adas debates veda tiesi
dazadu nokrasu socialdemokrati - no eseriskajiem savienibniekiem Iidz men3evikiem un
bolSevikiem. Tas ir atzimé&Sanas verts fakts - pattad, ja liela dala socialdemokratu diskusiju
norisinajas negativa tonkarta, ka centieni apkarot “separatisma” un “nacionalisma”
centienus.
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Rainis uzstajas LSDSP kongresa. 1925. gads. Foto: KLIO (Vilis Ridzenieks).
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1914. gada augusta aizsacies kars sastapa LSD ar bol3evistisku vadibu. Dazus méneSus
pirms kara sakuma, liela méra sekojot krievu partijas iek3&jiem konfliktiem, LSD CK
vadibu bija parnémusi Lenina lidzjutgji - Janis Lencmanis, Roberts Eihe, Janis Silfs-
Jaunzems u. c. Karam sakoties, vini, protams, atbalstija Lenina poziciju par “imperialistiska
kara parvérSanu pilsonu kara.” Tas nozimé&ja kara izmantoSanu brunotas sacel3anas
veicinaSanai. Vienlaikus partijas biedru vidi liela ietekme bija maziniekiem - Voldemaram
Rikveilim, Paulam un Klarai Kalniniem, Fricim Menderam u. c. Mazinieki sava attieksmé pret
karu nebija vienoti: lielaka dala no tiem pieturgjas pie t. s. Cimmervaldes internacionalistu
virziena, proti, neatbalstija karu (t. sk., LatvieSu strélnieku bataljonu veidoSanu) un
aicinaja uz atbrunoSanos; mazakums savukart atbalstija Krievijas karaspéku cina pret
vacu agresoriem (t. s. “oboronci”). Kars vél vairak paplucinaja jau ta sarukusas LSD biedru
rindas: daudzu industrialo uznémumu stradnieki kopa ar savam fabrikam devas evakuacija
uz IekSkrieviju. V&l pirms 1917. gada februara revoldcijas virkne socialdemokratu -
mazinieku saka apspriest dazadus Latvijas autonomijas projektus. Ne tikai kreiso, bet art
t. s. pilsonisko politiku galvenas baZas bija par tadu notikumu attistibu, kas liktu Latvijai
nonakt Vacijas valdijuma - $ads scenarijs nebat nebija grati iedomajams, nemot véra, ka
Kurzeme jau atradas vacu okupacija.

.....

Latvijas dala sakas stihiski paorganizacijas méginajumi. Tika nodibinatas Rigas un citu
pilsétu stradnieku deputatu padomes, Apvienota LatvieSu strélnieku pulku izpildkomiteja
(“Iskolatstrels”), u. c.; daudzas no tam domingja mazinieki, pieméram, Pauls Kalnins,
Margeris Skujenieks un citi. LatvieSu lielinieki turpreti koncentréjas Maskava, kur,
neatkarigi no maziniekiem ievélédami jaunu partijas CK, ievadija celu uz galigu SkelSanos.
Lieliniekiem pakapeniski iespieZoties arT Latvija, partija 1917. gada junija Riga notur savu
kongresu, kura dominé bolSevistiska pozicija - proti, nevis pakapenisks ce|$ uz pilsonisko
demokratiju caur Krievijas Satversmes sapulces véléSanam, bet gan “visa vara padomém”
un talitéja pareja pie socialistiskas revolacijas. Tam sekoja ilgstoSi stihiski procesi ar
dazadu limenu véleSanam: LSD uzvar gan Rigas domes vél&Sanas (par priekSsédi ievélot
mazinieku Dr. Paulu Kalninu), gan ar1 Vidzemes zemes padomes véléSanas, kur ta iegast
absolato vairakumu (lielaja vairuma - bol3evistisku). Mazinieku partija pakapeniski

34

3 | SOCIALDEMOKRATIJA UN 18. NOVEMBRIS

ieguva patstavigas, no bolSevistiskas CK neatkarigas aprises. Tomér LSD Saja sarezgitaja
laika neapSaubami domingja latvieSu vairuma politiskajas izvélés, un lauvas tiesa Sa
atbalsta naca par labu latvieSu bolSevikiem. To apliecina 1917. gada nogalé, jau péc
boleviku apvérsuma Petrograda notiku3as Krievijas Satversmes Sapulces véléSanas:
par bolSevikiem Latvija nobalsoja 72 % vélétaju - ievérojami vairak, neka vidgji Krievija.
Mazinieki tajas palika marginali.

VienlaikustieSimaziniekuvidd Sajalaikasaknostiprinatiesidejapar Latvijas autonomiju.
Galvenais iemesls ir bolSeviku izvéléta terora taktika: tai nav neka kopiga ar to izpratni par
demokratiju, kadu to redz demokratiska socialisma tradicija. Saja laika ka aktivs Latvijas
autonomijas aizstavis paradas mazinieks Félikss Cieléns, kur$ redz autonomiju (vél ne
neatkaribu) vispirms ka iesp&ju netikt ieklautiem vacu ietekmes sféra - reals drauds, it
TpaSi péc tam, kad 1918. gada sakuma vacu rokas krit Riga. Nolaka atbalstit Sadu Latvijas
autonomiju latvieSu mazinieki kontaktgjas arm ar vacu SPD Reihstaga deputatiem -
pieméram, G. Ledebdru un H. Hazi -, kuri atbalsta Sadus autonomijas centienus, un
vienlaikus vélas, atdaloties no Krievijas, kur patlaban sakas pilsonu kars, nenonakt
Vacijas kontrol&. Ta nu 1918. gada vasara LSD beidzot pilniba saskelas: bolSeviki maija
izsledz maziniekus no “savas” LSD, ka rezultata pedgjie junija nodibina atseviSku partiju ar
vésturisko nosaukumu LSDSP (tiesa, nosaukuma aizstajot “latvieSu” ar “Latvijas").

S7 latvieSu mazinieku dala tad arf ir ta, kurai ir lemts spélét svarigu lomu 1918. gada
18. novembrl. Ka vélak izsakas notikumu aculiecinieks Briino Kalnins, “Cina par
demokratiju un Latvijas neatkartbu nostadija socialdemokratus pret lieliniekiem un radija
divas partijas, kas turpmak asi apkarojas.”? Tacu batu aplami uztvert tikko dibinato LSDSP
ka nacionalistisku organizaciju. Tas pamatvértibas drizak bija kreisi demokratiskas: brivas,
demokratiskas un sociali taisnigas iekartas nodibinaSana Latvijas cela uz vispasaules
socialismu kaut kad tala nakotné. Latvijas neatkariba 1918. gada Skita vispiemérotakais
formats Sadas programmas realizacijai: noteikti labaks par Vacijas imperialismu vai
bol3eviku asinaino teroru. TieSi tadé| LSDSP ar pilnu kriti iesaistijas Latvijas Republikas

23. Kalnin3 B. Latvijas socialdemokratijas 50 gadi. Riga, 1993.
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dibinasana. Par platformu $adai iniciativai kalpoja jau 1917. gada Riga nodibinatais
Demokratiskais bloks, kur$ Iidzas socialdemokratiem maziniekiem un nesen dibinatajai
LatvieSu Zemnieku savientbai apvienoja ari citas, sikakas latvieSu demokratiskas
partijas - eserus, radikaldemokratus, nacionaldemokratus u. c¢. Demokratiskais bloks
tiek dibinats Riga 1si péc vacu ienakSanas, un taja socialdemokrati mazinieki ienem
vadosas vietas - Dr. Pauls Kalnin3, Marders Skujenieks, Fricis Menders u. c. ST organizacija
konsolidgja latvieSu demokratiskos spekus, kuri arvien labak saprata, ka vieniga brivas un
demokratiskas nakotnes iespgja ir autonoma, starptautiski atzita Latvija.

Savos centienos pac starptautiskas Latvijas intereSu atziSanas Demokratiskais bloks
reizém nonaca konflikta ar citu, ar1 1917. gada nogalé dibinatu latvieSu parstavniecibas
organizaciju. Ta bija LatvieSu Pagaidu Nacionala padome (LPNP), kura darbojas
neokupé&taja Vidzemes dala un Petrograda, vélak - vacu okupé&taja Valka. Atskirtba no
Demokratiska bloka, LPNP nebija partiju, bet gan latvieSu sabiedrisko organizaciju veidota.
Tomér ta parstavéja ievérojamu daudzumu pa Krieviju izkaisitu latvieSu un uzskatija sevi
par latvieSu tautas vienigo parstavi. LSDSP nepiedalijas LPNP, lai gan starp organizacijam
pastavéja neformali kontakti. LPNP apvienoja spilgtus pilsoniskos politikus (Arveds
Bergs, Voldemars Zamuéls u. c.), ka ar1 vairakus publiski ietekmigus inteligentus (Janis
Akuraters, Karlis Skalbe u. c.). Starp abam organizacijam - LPNP un Demokratisko bloku -
nacas mekl&t kompromisu, kur$ galu gala nosliecas par labu Demokratiskajam blokam.
TieSi socialistu daliba bija piedauzibas akmens daudziem lab&jiem politikiem, kas viniem
lika greizi raudzities uz valsts dibinaSanu $ada formata: LPNP vairakums nevélgjas ar
socialistiem sadarboties; paSa Demokratiskaja bloka ietilpstoSaja Zemnieku savieniba pret
Sadu sadarbibu kategoriski nostajas Andrieva Niedras grupa. Tomér izSkiro3a loma taja,
lai Latvijas valsts tiktu nodibinata ar plasas tautas masas labi ieredzéto socialdemokratu
atbalstu, bija diviem Zemnieku savienibas Iideriem - bijuSajam socialistam savienibniekam
Mikelim Valteram un topo$as Pagaidu valdibas vaditajam Karlim Ulmanim.

Tautas Padome, kurai piekrita uzdevums 1918. gada 18. novembri proklamét Latvijas
neatkaribu, bija partiju veidots priekSparlaments, kura LSDSP bija ievérojama loma:

dazados sastavos partijai bija aptuveni 1/3 tautas padomes locek|u. Margers Skujenieks
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kluva par Tautas Padomes vicepriekSséd&taju. Protams, piedaloties “pilsoniskas”, t. i.,
liberali demokratiskas, valsts dibinaSana, LSDSP nepartrauca uzskatit sevi par socialistiem.
Par to labi liecina Dr. Paula Kalnina paustais LSDSP frakcijas viedoklis 18. novembra sédeé:

“Pasaules revollcijas vétras ir veidojusas arT brivas un neatkarigas Latvijas ideju.
Sodien, 1918. g. 18. novembri apvienotas Latvijas demokratijas priek3stavji
izsludina patstavigas Latvijas nodibinasanos. Arimes, Latvijas Socialdemokratiskas
Stradnieku Partijas priek3staviji, atrodam par nepiecieSamu Sobrid veicinat brivas
Latvijas izveidoSanos par patstavigu valsti. Briva, neatkariga Latvija mums tomér
nav meérkis, bet tikai [Tdzeklis masu mérku sasniegSanai. Ka agrak, ta tagad, més
stavam uz socialistiskas internacionales pamatiem. Vinas un tamlidz masu mérkis
ir — socialistiska republika brivu tautu savieniba.”

ST Dr. Kalnina nolasita fraze biefi ir saprasta ka apliecinajums socialdemokratu
“nelojalitatei”, t. i., vinu gatavibai atmest Latvijas neatkaribas ideju socialistiska
internacionalisma varda. Vienlaikus janem véra, ka socialdemokratu mérki pamata ir
socialekonomiskas, nevis nacionali kulturalas dabas. LSDSP bija parliecinata, ka socials
taisnigums un izaugsme vislabak ir panakama tieSi demokratiska, neatkariga Latvija.
Pareja pie “socialistiskas republikas brivu tautu savieniba” bija |oti tals mérkis, kad
demokratiska, liberala Latvija bas radijusi ekonomiskus priekSnoteikumus socialismam,
nevis tuvakaja nakotné iedomajama apvérsuma rezultats, kadu to redzéja bo|Seviki. Tiesi
Saja aspekta LSDSP asi konflikt&ja ar latvieSu bolSevikiem, kas tobrid jau bija pardévéjusies
par Latvijas Komunistisko partiju.

Valstiskuma izciniSanas gaita TpaSi problematiska ir LSDSP izstaSanas no Tautas
Padomes 1919. gada janvar, Stuckas bolSeviku iebrukuma laika. ST ir stridiga véstures
epizode: formali partija izstajas no Tautas Padomes, protestédama pret Ulmana valdibas
[Tlgumu ar vacu Freikorps, kuriem tagad it ka bija jacinas par demokratisku Latviju. LSDSP
ta vieta piedavaja visparéju mobilizaciju. Tomér ir ticamak, ka partija nevélgjas atklati

24. Tautas Padomes séde, 1918. gada 18. novembr, stenogramma.
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atbalstTt cinu pret saviem nesenajiem kolgégiem - latvieSu bolSevikiem - tadé|, ka tas
batu negativi ietekméjis tas reputaciju stradniectbas un zemniecibas acis, kas liela méra
joprojam bija bolSevizétas. Tas gan nedod pamatu apsadzét LSDSP nelojalitaté Latvijas
valstij: partija netika apsvérusi nekadu sadarbibu ar Stucku, un tas opozicija pret bolSeviku
diktatdiru bija principiala.

LSDSP atgrieZas Tautas Padomé jau p&c Manteifela puca 1919. gada 16. aprili, kad
vacu landesvérs un t. s. Dzelzs divizija apcietina pagaidu valdibu un nodibina provacisko,
t. s. Niedras/Vankina kabinetu. LSDSP biedri Saja laika ir demokratiskas Latvijas aizstavju
pirmajas rindas, piedalidamies Brivibas cinas. Partija aktivi agité savus biedrus arT cinai
pret Bermontu, un vairaki tas vadoSie darbinieki ir apbalvoti ar LacpléSa kara ordeni -
Latvijas augstako militaro apbalvojumu.
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Visa Latvijas demokratiska perioda laika no 1920. gada ievélétas Satversmes Sapulces
[1dz pat 4. Saeimas atlaiSanai 1934. gada maija LSDSP bija lielaka parlamentara frakcija. Ta
bija masu partija: saskana ar Brano Kalnina datiem LSDSP 1932. gada bija 12 525 biedru -
ieveérojams daudzums, kas atpaliek tikai no Ulmana agrarieSu LatvieSu Zemnieku savientbas
(LZS), kuras biedru skaits tiek l&sts pat ap 32-39 000%. LSDSP elektorats bija dazads: sakot
no Satversmes sapulces, kura partija sanéma 38,7 % balsu, par partiju balsoja radikalas
agrarreformas piekritéji - bezzemnieki. Vienlaikus partijas galvenie vél&taji bija pilsétu
stradnieciba, uz kuras interesém ari bija vérsta partijas programma. DaZadu apsvérumu
dé| partijas atbalsts demokratiska perioda véléSanas samazinajas: 1922. gada ievélétaja
1. Saeima partijai tika 31 mandats, bet 1931. gada ievélétaja 4. Saeima LSDSP bija tikai
21. Par 81 sarukuma iemesliem runasim mazliet vélak. Tomér LSDSP bija un palika lielaka
parlamentara frakcija ar |oti ievérojamu un noturigu vélétaju bazi.

25. Freivalds O. LatvieSu politiskas partijas 60 gados. Stokholma, Imanta: 1961, 108. Ipp.

LSDSP Satversmes sapulces un Saeimas vélésanas (% balsu)
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LSDSP bija liels iespaids uz jaundibinatas Latvijas Republikas konstitucionalo uzbavi.
Lai gan partijai Satversmes sapulcé nebija absolata vairakuma, tomér tas iespaids uz
Satversmes galigo redakciju bija véra nemams. Vispirms, socialdemokrati izpildija galveno
uzdevumu, proti, izteikti demokratiskas un parlamentaras konstitiicijas pienemsanu.
Savam laikam Satversme tieSam bija izcili demokratiska. Ta paredzéja ne tikai vispargjas,
vienltdzigas, tieSas un aizklatas abu dzimumu véléSanu tiesibas, bet arivaras koncentraciju
proporcionali véléta daudzpartiju parlamenta. Principials bija tautas véléta prezidenta
jautajums: par sadu posteni iestajas gan LZS, gan vacbaltiesi, gan citi. LSDSP iesakuma
nevélgjas atseviSku valsts galvas posteni, piedavajot valsts galvas tiri ceremonialos
pienakumus pildit Saeimas priek$sédétajam. Rezultats bija kompromiss: parlamenta
véléts prezidents ar saméra Sauram pilnvaram. Jautajuma par tieSo demokratiju un tautas
nobalsoSanam LSDSP bija saSkelti: lielais vairums 3aja instrumenta saskatija populisma
briesmas, taCu daZi SveicieSu tipa demokratijas piekritgji, tostarp Rainis un Karlis Dzelzitis,
vélgjas tautas likumdo3anas iespéjas. PEdgjas tika Satversmé iek|autas - tiesa, ar diezgan
augstiem un grati sasniedzamiem kvorumiem. Ne mazak diskusiju tika raisijusi t. s.
Satversmes Otra dala, kurai vajadz€ja ietvert pamattiesibu hartu. Ta netika pienemta,
lielakoties socialdemokratu opozicijas dél: vairumu socialo tiestbu Satversmes sapulces
vairakums atzina par parmérigam.

Kas bija LSDSP popularitates galvenie iemesli? Vispirms, partija bija vairaki |oti
pazistami untauta miléti politiki. Lidz pat savai navei 1929. gada no LSDSP saraksta Saeimas
véléSanas kandidgja Rainis - cilveks, kura reputacija komentarus neprasa. Satversmes
sapulces vélgésanas no LSDSP tika ievéléta ari Aspazija. TaCu partijai bija vél vairaki tauta
iemiloti politiki, no kuriem vairums bija sakusi savu darbibu jau pirms kara. Pieméram,
Pauls Kalnin$, kur§no 1925. gada bija Saeimas priekSsedétajs, vina déls Briino Kalnins, kur$
vadija partijas pasparné aktivo Stradnieku sporta savienibu, vélak - “Stradnieku sports un
sargs”, kas izpildija art kartibas uzturésanas funkcijas, Margeris Skujenieks, statistikis un
intelektuala autoritate, kurS gan diezgan agri no partijas izstajas, Félikss Cieléns, arlietu
eksperts un spoZs runatajs, un citi. Populars, lai gan pretrunigi vértéts, bija ar asu pratu un
méli apveltitais ilggadéjais LSDSP frakcijas ITderis Fricis Menders. Partija diezgan veiksmigi
aktualizéja savu 1905. gada mantojumu, kam bija plasa rezonanse latvieSu sabiedriba:
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FRICIS MENDERS (1885-1971)

Jurists un politikis, LSDSP priek$sedétajs, frakcijas vaditajs
Satversmes sapulcé un 1.-4. Saeima. Politisko darbibu sak KSDSP
Rigas nodala, péc tam pievienojas LSDSP. Vajats par dalibu
1905. gada revolucija, tadé] 1907.-1917. gada uzturas emigracija
Sveicé. Péc atgriesanas Latvija aktivi piedalas “mazinieciskas”
LSDSP izveidé un Latvijas Republikas dibinasana. Partijas galvenais
ideologs, spozs publicists un polemikis. Péc 1934. gada 15. maija
apvérsuma islaicigi ieslodzits Liepajas nometné, piedalijies nelegalas
Latvijas  Socialdemokratiskas  stradnieku-zemnieku  partijas
darba. Otra pasaules kara laika ir viens no tiem Latvijas Centralas
padomes locekliem, kas prasija atjaunot Latvijas neatkaribu. Péc
kara vairakkart cietis no padomju rezima represijam. No 1948.
lidz 1955. gadam izsatijuma Mordovija. 1969. gada VDK arestéts

par “pretpadomju” tekstu rakstiSanu un centieniem tos nosutit uz

Fricis Menders. Ap 1907. - 1911. gadu. B _ . L . s e
Fotografs Pietschmann Ving. K. Ares rokrakstu ~ 21Z2€meém; pateicoties starptautiskas socialdemokratijas spiedienam,

fonds. Latvijas Nacionala bibliotéka. atbrivots, driz péc tam miris.

“Marksisms - 31 lidz Sim neparspeéta cinas ideologija - ir bijusi par gara ieroci ne tikai proletariskai kustibai.
Tas, varbut, izklausas stipri paradoksali, bet tas tomer ta. Visas to tautu kustibas, kuras jaunaka laika no
apspiestam, vai, ka médz teikt, “bezvestures” tautam ir kluvusas par “brivam’, t. i., politiski brivam, lielaku vai
mazaku lomu ir speléjis marksisms, jo So tautu cinas spéjigakie slani ir bijusi ronami proletariata un vinam tuvu
stavosos elementos, kurus apzime ar visai nenoteikto vardu — “darba tauta”. (..)

Latvijas valsts, neskatoties uz to, ka vina ir pilsoniska valsts, ir salidzinot ar pagatni, liels ieguvums
kultureéla zina latvju tautai. Pasargat So ieguvumu, izveidot vinu ir arizocialisma uzdevums. Bet pari valstij, ka

augstaka veértiba stav tauta savas plasas stradajosas masas.

To labklajibai lai kalpo valsts!” F. M. Socialisms un nacionalisms, Domas, 1, 1, 1924, 42.— 45. Ipp.

vairaki no tas Iideriem ar Raini priekSgala patieSam bija bijusi aktivi piektgadnieki. Ne velti
Menders kada no savam runam pat skaidro LSDSP daltbu neatkarigas Latvijas dibinaSana
ka savdabigu 1905. gada revolicijas turpinajumu?.

26. Menders F. (1925) Divas revolacijas. Revolicijas pieminas runa, turéta 26. janvari 1925. gada Valmiera, 1905. gada janvara
notikumu 20 gadu pieminas diena. Riga: Socialdemokrats.

44

4| LSDSP UN NEATKARIGA VALSTS

Lidzas personibam LSDSP bija ar vairakas programmatiskas pozicijas, kas lava
partijai baudit plau popularitati. Partija pieturéjas pie marksistiskas retorikas par
socialisma atnakSanu un cinu par proletariata interesém. Tacu tas pirma sakotnéja
veiksme bija agrarreforma, kura Latvija jau no 1920. gada tika Tstenota loti plasi un no
oponentiem, lielakoties vacbaltieSu muiZniekiem, izpelnijas “bolSevistiskas” reformas
apziméjumu. Nemot véra lielo bezzemnieku skaitu, talitéja agrarreforma bija absoldta
nepiecieSamiba Latvijas politiskas stabilitates nodroSinasanai: muizniecibas latifundijas
noteikti nebija saglabajamas iepriek3gja izskata. Vienlaikus domas par konkréto
agrarreformas TstenoSanas veidu dalijas: galvenais piedauzibas akmens bija jautajums,
vai muiZniekiem ir atstajama kada dala vinu zemes un vai par atnemto bitu maksajama
kompensacija. AtSkirtba no labgji konservativas LZS LSDSP iestajas pret zemes atstaSanu
un kompensacijam, un 31 pozicija lielakoties arT néma virsroku. MuiZnieku saglabajama
zeme tika noteikta tikai 50 ha apméra, savukart kompensaciju jautajums tika atlikts uz
kadu vélaku laiku, kas ta arT nekad nepienaca.

Agrarreforma ilustré kadu Latvijas starpkaru socialdemokratijas raksturigu iezimi:
“socialais” taisnigums tika |oti cieSi saistits ar “vésturisko” taisnigumu, savukart pédgjais
lielakoties vérsas pret vachaltu muiZniecibu. Savas radikalakajas izpausmés LSDSP ieguva
etniska Sovinisma vaibstus, kad cnai pret “melno bruninieku” bija atklati anti-vacisks,
nevis vienkarsi pret muiznieku privilegijam vérsts raksturs. Sis etniski politiskais revanss
izpaudas gan socialdemokratu aktiva atbalsta pro-vaciska Andrieva Niedras “tiesaSanai"?,
gan 1929. gada LSDSP rosinataja tautas nobalso3ana pret vachaltieSu landesvéristiem par
1919. gada cinam pret bolSevikiem pieSkirtajam privilegijam zemes iegiSana, gan citos
lidzigos gadijumos. Saja zina LSDSP legitimitate liela méra balstijas vésturiski mantotaja
pretvacu noskanojuma, kuru Pirmais pasaules kar3 vél bija saasinajis. Saja aspekta LSDSP bija
radikalaki par “oficialajam” lab&jo nacionalistu partijam - Arveda Berga “LatvieSu nacionala
apvieniba” u. c¢. Tomér vienlaikus LSDSP bltu neiesp&jami nosaukt par nacionalistisku
partiju. Ta visbieZak iestajas par nacionalo minoritasu tiesibu aizsardzibu; turklat partijas
integrala sastavdala bija ebreju Bunds, kuru Saeima parstavéja Dr. Noijs Maizels.

27.Sk., piem., Kroders A. Prasu un baronu sazvérestiba pret Latvijas valsti 16. aprilT 1919 Liepaja. Riga, 1919.
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Stratégijas aspekta LSDSP visvairak nodarbinaja jautajums par darbibu koalicijas.
BieZi bija veérojamas domstarpibas starp partijas ortodoksalo “kreiso” sparnu un daZiem
prominentiem, lab&jam partijam draudzigakiem biedriem. Kreisa sparna Iideris bija
jau minétais Dr. Fricis Menders, kurs stingri turgjas pie parliecibas, ka socialdemokrati
nevar doties valdo3ajas koalicijas ar pilsoniskam partijam, ka vien viniem 3ajas valdibas
nav “noteicoSs iespaids”. Turklat, pec Mendera domam, jéga doties koalicija ar labg&jiem
btu vienigi tad, ja Saja koalicija piedalitos galvenais pilsonisko partiju spélétajs, proti,
LZS. Sadas iespéjas vishiezak nebija: no 19 starpkaru laika Latvijas valdibam (ieskaitot tris
pagaidu valdibas) LSDSP piedalijas tikai divas. Pirma no tam bija Jana Pauluka visai 1sa
valdiba (27.01.1923- 27.06.1923), otra - jau mazliet garaka Margera Skujenieka “kreisa”
valdiba (19.12.1926-23.01.1928). Visu par&jo laiku LSDSP atradas parlamentaraja opozicija.

Par o socialdemokratu stratégiju ir lauzts krietni daudz Sképu literatdra - gan ta
laika publicistika, gan memuaros un historiografija. Vairums, pieméram, Brino Kalnin$
un Félikss Cieléns, nosoda 3o taktiku ka nepareizu: galu gala, iespgjams pat, ka LSDSP
darbo3anas izpildvara batu spgjusi novérst 15. maija apvérsumu. Tacu $adi apgalvojumi
ir jauztver kritiski. Tie lielakoties nak no Mendera politiskajiem oponentiem, kuriem
atSkirtha no pasa frakcijas I1dera bija iespéja vélak meklét vainigos no droSam pozicijam
arpus sovjetizétas Latvijas. Menders, protams, bija doktrinars politikis, tomér vina pozicija
ir zinama logika. Péc vina domam, Latvija péc posto3a kara un riipniecibas evakuacijas
vispirms bija jaatjauno pats kapitalisma ekonomiskais pamats. Tas nav istenojams
socialdemokratijas vadiba, jo tas interese ir nevis kapitala, bet gan stradnieku intereSu
aizstaviba. Atsaukdamies uz tradicionalo LSDSP autoritati, vacu socialdemokratu teoréatiki
Karlu Kautski, Menders raksta par at3kirtbam starp Rietumeiropas un Austrumeiropas
socialdemokratu uzdevumiem.

“Kapitalisma raditie dzives spéki lauza pusfeodalo iekartu, iznicinaja absolatismu,
lika pamatus demokratijai, bet atrada sava priek3a saimniecisku postazu, kura,
patiesiba, nebija ko domat par pareju uz socialismu, par ko savos pédéjos darbos
[..] runa Kautskis, bet vajadzéja gan domat, ka “sakt no jauna” - atjaunot to pasu
“sasodito” kapitalismu, lai vispar varétu dzivot un radit no jauna materielu pamatu

46

4| LSDSP UN NEATKARIGA VALSTS

saimnieciskai attistibai un eksistences iespéju socialisma dzivajam spékam -
stradniecibai.”?®

Citiemvardiem, “burzuaziska” revolicija - pareja pie liberalas demokratijas - ir notikusi
apstaklos, kad kapitalistiska tautsaimnieciba ir jabGivé no jauna. ArT 3ados apstaklos
socialdemokrati var ieiet valdiba, bet tikai Tslaicigi un situativi, proti, “grib palikt uzticiga
sev, t. i., stradniecibai un negrib parvérsties par socialistiski nobalsinatu sikpilsonibas
grupu.”® Socialdemokrati, kuri vélas piedalities valdiba par katru cenu, faktiski ir

oportanisti, kuriem nav vietas Mendera stingraja vésturiskas attistibas konstrukcija.

Nemotveéra, kaSo poziciju aizstav LSDSP galvenais teorétikis un Saeimas frakcijas Iideris,
més varam izdarit secinajumus par latvieSu socialdemokratu kop&jiem priekSstatiem,
ko vismaz dalgji ilustre Mendera sacitais. Socialdemokratu mérkis patieSam bija
demokratisks socialisms — un tas tika uztverts |oti nopietni. Vienigi tas nebija ieglstams
brunotas sacelSanas un proletariata diktatdras rezultata, bet gan demokratiski: Jaujot
attistities kapitalisma ekonomiskajam potencialam, lidz kamér ir iespéjama demokratiska
pareja uz razoSanas lidzek|u kopipaSumu. Lidz tam Latvijai vél ejams tals celS, nemot véra,
ka valsts ekonomiskais potencials ir batiski iedragats kara. TaCu tam nevajadzétu notikt
socialdemokratu vadiba: ar kapitalisma jaunbdvi janodarbojas pilsoniskajam partijam.
Isi sakot, socialdemokratiska politika prasa zinamu ekonomiskas attistibas limeni, kur$
Latvija ir iegOstams tikai nakotné. Preté&ja gadijuma socidldemokrati var vai nu pasrocigi
celt kapitalismu (tadéjadi parstadami bat socialdemokrati), vai pievérsties tadam kazarmu
socialismam un totalai cilveku brivibu ierobezoSanai ka Padomju Krievija.

Var pamatoti parmest Menderam parmérigu doktrinarismu un aizrauSanos ar
marksistu sholastiku, ta¢u grati parmest politiskas konsekvences trakumu. Menders,
tapat ka daudzi citi LSDSP biedri, partijas ideologiju uztvéra nopietni. Cits jautajums, ka
Sadai konsekvencei bija praktiskas politiskas sekas. Jau 1921. gada Margera Skujenieka

28. Menders F. Koalicijas politika un socialdemokratija, Riga: “Socialdemokrats”, 1923, 19. Ipp.
29. Turpat.
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vadita LSDSP deputatu grupa Satversmes sapulcé saka atbalstit Meierovica valdibu, lidz uz
1. Saeimas véléSanam atskélas un nodibinaja savu pavajo Socialdemokratu — mazinieku -
partiju. STs partijas popularajam Iiderim Skujeniekam bija lemta talaka karjera politika: no
“kreisas” valdibasvadisanas 1926.-1928. gada [idz pat Ministru Prezidenta biedra postenim
Ulmana autoritaraja kabineta. Otrs konkurents LSDSP kreisaja flanga bija komunisti, kas
péc partijas aizlieguma atcelSanas bija parstavéti 3. un 4. Saeima. Ta bija PSRS finanséta
un kontroléta organizacija, kura apstidzéja LSDSP nepietiekama radikalisma un saukaja to
par “socialfaSistiem".

Ja vaica par LSDSP lielakajiem sasniegumiem Saeimu perioda, tad 3eit vado3o lomu
ienem daZadu stradnieku tiestbu aizsardzibas jautajumi - stradnieku apdroSinasana, darba
droSiba u. c. Batisks partijas programmas punkts bija slimokasu organizéSana. LSDSP
nepartraukti turgja aizdomas labgjas koalicijas par Satversmé nostiprinato demokratisko
tiestbu ierobezo3anu un korupciju (jeb, ka tolaik rakstija, “korrupciju”). Tas bija batisks
partijas darbibas virziens: identificét daZadus intereSu konfliktus un nesaimniecisku
sabiedrisko Iidzeklu izmantojumu lab&jo valdibu darba. Vienlaikus LSDSP sekméja valsts
ietekmes pieaugumu ekonomika: valsts regulé3ana, nacionalizacija, valsts pabalsti tika
uzskatiti par risinajumu daudzam problémam gan stradnieciba, gan zemnieciba.

Starptautiskaja politika LSDSP daudz darija, lai nostiprinatu neatkarigas Latvijas
starptautisko poziciju. Jau valsts dibinaSanas laika tas parstavji piedalijas miera slégSana gan
ar Padomju Krieviju, gan ar Vaciju. Sai zina aktivi darbojas Felikss Cieléns, Fricis Menders,
Ansis BuSevics. Partijas vado3ais arlietu eksperts bija Cieléns, kurs arT bija arlietu ministra
Zigfrida Annas Meierovica biedrs Pauluka kabineta un Arlietu ministrs Skujenieka valdiba.

Kopuma partijas arpolitiska orientacija bija vérsta uz plaSu regionalo integraciju, kas
naktu par labu ripniecibas atdzimsanai un stradnieku stavoklim. Ipasa loma bija attiecibam
ar Padomju Krieviju un vélak PSRS (jeb SPRS): LSDSP iestajas par plasu Austrumeiropas
saimniecisko integraciju - Baltijas valstis, Polija u. c. -, kas vienlaikus iesaistitu arT Krieviju
ka Latvijas “dabisko” ekonomisko partneri. Protams, Sadi priek3stati varétu likties naivi,
nemot véra, ka Krievija $ada apvieniba censtos iegt art politisko dominanci. Tomér janem
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véra, ka 20. gadu PSRS vismaz LSDSP teorétiku acis nav ta totalitara lielvara, kuru pazistam
vélak. Krievija tas ir t. s. “nepa laiks", kad Skiet, ka arT bolSeviku valdiba ir gatava politiskam
koncesijam ekonomiskas atjaunotnes un particibas varda. Saja laika, pateicoties LSDSP,
Cielénam un Skujenieka “kreisajai valdibai”, Latvija noslédz apjomigu tirdzniecibas ligumu
ar PSRS, kura galvenais uzdevums ir stimulét Latvijas rdpniecibu un atjaunot péc kara
parrautas ekonomiskas attiecibas. Liguma izpildes rezultats gan bija tikai dal&ji veiksmigs.

Kopuma LSDSP visa starpkaru perioda - gan valsts iekSieng, gan arlietas - vairak baidijas
no labéja radikalisma — dazadam nacionali konservativa autoritarisma izpausmém, kuras
médza retoriski visparinat ka “faSismu”. Pret komunismu bija krietni niansétaka attieksme.
LSDSP gan apkaroja vietgjos komunistus jeb “kreisos arodniekus”, tomér ideologiski tie
bija partijai tuvaki par daZadiem labé&ji nacionalajiiem spékiem ar LZS priekSgala. Attieciba
uz PSRS partija ilgi valdija certbas uz kaiminu lielvalsts pakapenisku demokratizéSanos un
mierigas sadarbibas iesp&jam, ignorgjot faktu, ka attistiba padomju impérija notika pilnigi
pretéja virziena. PSRS varasviriem un Latvijas socidldemokratiem principa bija lidzigi mérki,
tacu diametrali pretgja izpratne par to sasnieg3anas lidzekliem. Atkal cit&jot Menderu:

“Ja vini [t. i., lielinieki] Latvija ar uguni un zobinu nodibinatu padomju varu péc
Krievijas parauga, socialdemokratija sarkanas diktatdras robezas ar agitaciju un
propagandu cinisies par stradnieku galvam, t. i., lai tas nak pie apzinas - varbat
lielu upuru cela - ka stradniecibas cina dé| cilvéciskas dzives, dé| socialisma nevar
iet par demokratijas ITki, bet gan caur ziedoSu demokratisku iekartu, kura dos
proletariatam materiello pamatu, speku un spgjas ne vien valsts varu sagrabt, to
iekarot, bet arT to noturét un visu sabiedribu izveidot uz socialisma pamatiem.”*

ParsteidzoSakais Seit ir illzija, ka “sarkanas diktatdras robezas" demokratiskiem
socialistiem bs iespéja cinities “par stradnieku galvam”, ka bolSeviki piecietis kadas
alternativas lidzas savai dogmai.

Tomér cinu par galvam LSDSP tieSam uztvéra nopietni. Partijai patieSam stradaja ar

30. Menders F. “Partijas konference”, Socialdemokrats, Nr. 15, 1918.28.12.
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sabiedrTbu; tai bija plasa pieredze agitacijas darba arT tas vadoSajiem biedriem vél no carisma
un Krievijas pilsonu kara laikiem. Turklat propagandas vajadziba talu parsniedza véleSanu
cikla uzdevumus: pats darbs ar stradniecibas apzinu izriet&ja no partijas ideologijas. Saskana

KLARA KALNINA (1874-1964)

Politike, publiciste un stomatologe, viena no latvie$u sieviesu
tiesibu kustibas pamatlicéjam. Ka gimnaziste iepazistas ar
jaunstravniekiem Jansonu-Braunu, Raini u. c. 1895. gada apprecas
ar vélako ievérojamo mazinieku Paulu Kalninu, ar kuru lauliba
dzimis déls, vélakais politikis Brano (1899-1990). 1905. gada
revolucijas dalibniece, LSDSP CK locekle un partijas nelegala
organa “Cina” redaktore. Aktiva sievie$u tiesibu aizstave no
socialdemokratiskam pozicijam: sarakstijusi vairakas publikacijas
par sievie$u stavokli dazadas valstis, tulkojusi Augusta Bébela
pazistamo “Die Frau und der Sozialismus” (1912). 1917. gada
ieveléta Rigas pilsétas domé, 1920. gada — Latvijas Satversmes
sapulcé. Redigé partijas izdevumus “Darba Sieviete” un “Lauku

Darbs”. Brosura “Par ko jabalso sievietém” (1925) aicina sievietes

aktivi iesaistities savu tiesibu aizstavé$ana, darbojas Rigas pilsétas

Klara Kalnina. 1920. gadu sakums. Foto: Vilis
Ridzenieks. Rigas véstures un kugniecibas
muzeja krajums.

domeé un arodbiedribu kustiba.

Kara beigas Klara un Pauls dodas ar laivu uz Zviedriju, ta¢u nonak Vacija, kur Pauls, socialdemokrats un
bijusais demokratiskas Latvijas Saeimas priekssédétajs, aiziet muziba. Klara un Brano péc kara beigam nonak
Zviedrija, kur abi piedalas Socialistiskas Internacionales darba, aizstavot Latvijas neatkaribu. Klara Kalnina ir

spilgtaka latvie$u socialistiska feminisma parstave.

“Skiru preteskibas pastavés, kamér vien pastaveés skiras. Skiru naids biis katrreiz tik liels, cik reakcionarie
elementi to uzputis. Kas vetru sej, lai nebrinas, ka tas ari vetru plauj. Sievietes neatrodas arpus Skiram, bet ir
sastavdala tanis, un atrazdamas dzives saimnieciskas razosanas darba, tas, tapat, ka viriesi, atrodas viena vai
otra puse Skiru cinas fronte. Tamde| ari apzinigam darba sievietem nav pa celam ne ar nacionalo apvienibu, nedz
citam pilsoniskam sievietém. (..) Darba sievietes, uz laukiem un pilsétas, nelaujaties aizrauties no pilsonisko
sievie$u solijumiem. Vinu cina nav jusu cina. To rada ari vinu ta saucama “programma’. Tur nav ne varda par
tam darba sievietes prasibam, kuras darba sievietes dzive spéle galveno lomu. Tur nav ne varda par apdrosinasanu
pret vecumu un bezdarbu. Pilsonu damam jau vecuma nedraud trikums un izsalkums, tamde] tam tik ir no
svara, ka manta tiktu taisnigi sadalita starp viru un sievu.” K. K. Uzmanat, darba sievietes, Lauku Darbs, 210,
1925.
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ar to pasreizéja faze socialdemokratiem nebija iesp&jams un vajadzigs vérsties pret valst
pastavoso iekartu: 18. novembris bija iekarojis neatkarigu, demokratisku valsti ar visparéjam
vélesanu tiesibam un plasam pilsoniskam brivibam. Sajos apstaklos partijai ir jastrada
ar stradnieku apzinu, lai |lautu tai pakapeniski nonakt pie jaunas, taisnigakas iekartas un
nepalautos populismam nedz no labgjas, fasistiskas, nedz kreisas, komunistiskas, puses.
Tadé| LSDSP veltija milzigu uzmanibu darbam ar sabiedribu. Partijai bija sava ikdienas prese:
pazistamakais bija laikraksts “Socialdemokrats”, vélak arT “Dienas Lapa” un “Liepdjas Avize”,
ka arT partijas regionalo nodalu nedélas izdevumi daudzas Latvijas pilsétas. SievieSu Centrala
valde ar Klaru Kalninu priek3gala izdeva Zurndlu “Darba Sieviete”. Partijas teorétiskais
organs bija “Domas”, kura ar konceptualiem rakstiem publicgjas arT Menders, Cieléns u. c..
Vienlaikus partijas izdevéjdarbiba neaprobeZojas vienigi ar periodikas izdoSanu: tas apgads
“Nakotnes kultlira” izdeva bro3aras un gramatas par dazadiem jautajumiem gan Latvija, gan
arpus tas.

Lidzas partijas teritorialajam nodalam jeb grupam, kuru skaits 1932. gada sasniedza
287, tai bija dazadas apaksstruktdras. Tada bija Socialdemokratiska jaunatnes savieniba, no
1926. gada parveidota par “Darbajaunatni” ar 2182 biedriem, kasizdod tada paSanosaukuma
Zurnalu. Partijai bija vairakas satelitorganizacijas, kuras gan neveidoja vienigi partijas biedri,
tomér vienlaikus tas uztur&ja ar partiju regularas attiecibas, — arodbiedribas, atturibas
biedribas, studentu organizacijas u. tml. Partijai bija véra nemama iesaiste ar izglitibas
sistéma: partijai bija pasai sava skolotaju sekcija, un tas biedri néma dalibu t. s. Rigas Tautas
augstskolas darba, piedavajot plasai publikai lekcijas par dazadiem sabiedriski nozimigiem
jautajumiem. Partijas specializacija bija dazadi masu pasakumi: 1. maija svinésana, masu
priekSvéléSanu mitini gan vietgja, gan nacionala limen, sporta sacikstes, atceres pasakumi.
Isi sakot, ka daudzam starpkaru laika Eiropas socialdemokratu partijam, LSDSP bija svarigi
piesaistit sev masu atbalstu ar jatamu lidzdalibu dazadas sabiedribas dzives jomas - kultara,
izglTtiha, sporta aktivitatés, patérétaju kooperacija, un tamlidzigi.
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Aizsargs 1934. gada 16. maija rita LSDSP Tautas nama no paaugstinajuma noce] Marksa bisti. Autors
nezinams. Latvijas Kara muzeja krajums.
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20. gadsimta 30. gadu sakuma Latvija pasaules ekonomikas krizes iespaida pasliktinajas
ekonomiska situacija. Demokratiskais rezims piedzivoja uzbrukumus gan no komunistiem,
gan fadistiem. 1934. gada talaika Ministru prezidents Karlis Ulmanis atlaiZ Saeimu un
nodibina vadonisku diktataru, Skietami tadél, lai atvairitu latvieSu fasistu planotu valsts
apvérsumu. LSDSP ar savu paramilitaro organizaciju SSS $aja epizodé neizrada nekadu
pretestibu. Partija pat paSi negatavojas Sadai iesp&jai, jo brunota cina pret “pilsonisko”
valdibu neatbilst tas ideologiskaja doktrina. Citéjot Aivaru Strangu, “Sada kapitalistiska
“nolemtiba” [..] F. Menders un Latvijas socidldemokratija kopuma sagaidis arT 1934. gada
15. maiju - savos pilsoniskos dzivoklos, ne mirkli nepielaujot domu par kadu citu politisko

anu, iznemot pilsonisko parlamentarismu.”'

Socialdemokrati bija UImana politiskie oponenti; tadé| nav brinums, ka galvena (lai gan
nevieniga) no apversuma cietuSajam partijam bija tieSi LSDSP. Partijas redzamakie biedri tika
apcietinati un ieslodziti pazistamaja Liepajas politieslodzito nometné, kur lielakoties pavadija
vairakus ménesus. Briino Kalnin3 I€$, ka apcietinati tikusi ap 2000 partijas aktivistu - gan no
Rigas, gan citiem regioniem. Ulmanis sartkoja LSDSP biedru tiriSanas visas valsts iestades -
ministrijas, skolas, armija; tika likvidetas visas ar partiju saistitas biedribas, ka ar1, protams,
prese un izdevniecibas. Odioza bija Dr. Paula Kalnina, Brano Kalnina, Jlija Celma un Pétera
Ulpes “tiesaSana” 1935.-1936. gada par Skietami neatlautu ieroCu glabasanu. Pati LSDSP tika

aizliegta.

Vienlaikus 15. maija apvérsums iezimé LSDSP lejupslides sakumu, no kuras tai vairs
nebija lemts atgdties. PEc apvérsuma partija atgriezas pagridé, kur Iidz 1940. gada
okupacijai funkcioné ka Latvijas Socialdemokratiska stradnieku-zemnieku partija (LSSZP),
kura apvieno ap 200-300 biedru un pat atjauno nelegalas preses darbibu. Saja laika, no
pagrides cinoties ar Ulmana diktatdru, partija aridzan satuvinas ar komunistiem un k|ast
prosovjetiskaka. Pretspéks augoSajai hitleriskas Vacijas ietekmei Eiropa tika saskatits
tikai un vienigi staliniskaja PSRS - vismaz l1dz Molotova-Ribentropa pakta pienems3anai
1939. gada 23. augusta. Padomju okupacija 1940. gada junija dala partijas raisa revansistisku

31. Stranga, op. cit. 19. Ipp.
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sajiismu: socialdemokrati cer, ka no jauna stasies speka demokratiska Satversme. Sis iliizijas
tiek agri pieviltas: Kirhen3teina valdiba atsakas registrét atjaunoto LSDSP. Batisks traips
socialdemokratu reputacijai 1940. gada ir fakts, ka virkne redzamu LSDSP biedru k|Gst par
klaji prosovjetiskas Kirhen3teina valdibas ierédniem: Briino Kalnin$ kldst par Latvijas armijas
politisko vaditaju, Voldemars Bastjanis kldst par departamenta vaditaju FinanSu ministrija,
Klavs Lorencs — par bankas direktoru, u. tml. Vienlaikus ir aplami apgalvot, ka LSDSP biedri
butu vadijusi Latvijas sovjetizaciju vai to kaut cik jatami ietekméjusi - pat tad, ja Brlino
Kalnina atraSanas armijas vadiba daudziem radija ildzijas par jauna reZima demokratisko
raksturu. Turklat janem véra, ka ar padomju varu bija gatavi sadarboties visdazadako
partiju un novirzienu Latvijas politiki: pats Kirhensteins bija Progresivas apvienibas biedrs,
tieslietu ministrs Juris Pab&rzs - latgalieSu Progresivas tautas apvienibas biedrs, utt. Daudzi
socialdemokrati nebat nebalstija Latvijas ieklauSanu PSRS, bet gan, vismaz péc pasu
domam, “glaba, kas glabjams”. LSDSP stingri demokratiskas stajas spilgtakais simbols ir
Dr. Paula Kalnina izturé3anas. Vins ka ped@jas Latvijas demokratiskas Saeimas priekSsedétajs
nepienéma nekadus kolaboracijas piedavajumus, Saja kapacitaté vinS ariparaksta 1944. gada
Latvijas Centralas padomes (LCP) deklaraciju par Latvijas valsts atjaunoSanu. ArT pati LSDSP,
jau iedzita dzila nacistu pagridg, sava rezoldcija prasa demokratiskas Latvijas atjaunoSanu.
Ar savu daltbu LCP latvieSu socialdemokrati ir nogajusi pilnu apli sadarbiba ar citam latvieSu
demokratiskam partijam Latvijas valsts varda: no Demokratiska bloka un Tautas padomes
Pirma pasaules kara izskana Iidz sadarbibai ar saviem bijusajiem oponentiem no LZP LCP
ietvara.

Abu totalitaro lielvaru okupacija krietni retina LSDSP rindas: dala redzamu biedru tiek
paklauti komunistu represijam; nacistu okupacijai socialdemokrati ir viens no galvenajiem
naida objektiem. Péc kara daZiem LSDSP redzamiem biedriem, pieméram, Voldemaram
Bastjanim, Klarai un Briino Kalniniem, izdodas nonakt Rietumos; daudzi no viniem sapulcgjas
Zviedrija, t. sk., Felikss Cielens. Seit darbojas Zviedrijas Latvie3u socialdemokratu klubs, kurs
formali parstav LSDSP arzemés. TurpretT citi, pieméram, Fricis Menders un Klavs Lorencs,
tiek deportéti un pardzivo smagas padomju reZima represijas. Viens no trimda nonakuso
LSDSP biedru uzdevumiem ir pievérst starptautisko socialdemokratu organizaciju uzmanibu
latvieSu socialdemokratu likteniem “stradnieku paradiz&” PSRS. TieSi pateicoties Sadai
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ietekmei, tiek mikstinatas represijas, pieméram, pret partijas lideri Frici Menderu, kuram
tiek Z&ligi atveléts nomirt sava navé 1971. gada - tiesa, izsatijuma Varaklanu nespéjnieku
nama, ar ko Ceka vinu sodija par (vél joprojam nepublicéto) memuaru “Domas, darbi, dzive”
sarakstiSanu. LSDSP darbiba Latvija tiek atjaunota Atmodas laika, 1989. gada: to piedzivo jau

devindesmitgadigais Briino Kalnins.
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Ko tad Tsti varam secinat par Latvijas socialdemokratijas attiectbam ar 1918. gada
nodibinato Latvijas valstiskumu? Vispirms, socialdemokratija bija pirma latvieSu masu
politiska kustiba, kura jau no 19. gadsimta 90. gadiem galvanizéja latvieSu tautas politisko
dzivi, aicinaja domat, debatét un piedalities sava liktena izlem3ana. Lidz socialdemokratijai
latvieSu politiska dzive joprojam noritéja autokratiskajam reZimam lojalo biedribu,
pseidoaristokratisku “tautas vadonu” uzraudziba un mitologiskas pagatnes meklgjumos.
Lidz ar socialdemokratiju latvieSu politiskaja dziveé ienak modernitate: prasibas péc
demokratiskas lidzdalibas, péc pilsopa tiestbam un brivibam, péc sociala taisniguma.
Protams, visas Sis lietas socidldemokratija pieméroja latvieSu dzives apstakliem Baltija:
postkolonialajam attiectham ar vachaltieSiem, specifiskajai attieksmei pret Krievijas
impériju, latvieSu vidusSkiras konformismam utt. Daudz kas socialdemokratu aktivitatés
bija parspiléts, ekstréms un frazains; daudz kas bija nedomajot parnemts no Rietumeiropas
socialistu teorétikiem, méginot iespiest Latvijas realijas ieprieks dotas “objektivas” shémas
un kliSejas. TaCu janem véra, ka latvieSu socialdemokratiem aiz muguras bija |oti nedaudz
nacionalas kultdras tradicijas, un gandriz vispar nemaz - latvieSu nacionalas politiskas domas
tradicijas. Vairums gadsimtu mijas redzamako socialdemokratu (un ne tikai socialdemokratu,
bet latvieSu inteligences kopuma) bija inteligenti pirmaja paaudzg; vinu atvértiba dazadam
politiskam idejam un nepatika pret Baltijas viet&jo provincialismu bija gandriz neierobeZota.

LatvieSu socialdemokrati bija internacionalisti: vinu programmas svarigakais punkts
bija darba cilvéku stavokla uzlaboSana un socidli taisnigas sabiedribas bavnieciba. Tacu
vini lielakoties nebija anti-nacionali. Vini atzina tautu kulturalas vajadzibas un saprata, ka
latvieSiem paSiem ir jaorganizé sava dzive. No visiem latvieSu autonomijas projektiem,
kas tapusi Iidz 1917. gadam, lauvas tiesa nopelnu pieder tiesi socialdemokratiem. ArT tajos
latvieSu kulturalas vajadzibas un paSparvaldes tiesibas spélé redzamu lomu. Protams,
socialdemokrati Iidz pat 1917. gadam neruna par Latviju ka suver&nu nacijvalsti. Pat tad,
ja Sada ideja liktos politiski iesp&jama, ekonomiski orientéta domasana socialdemokratiem
tadu scenariju padaritu absurdu: Latvijas ekonomisko nakotni vini redzéja tikai federalizéta,
republikaniska Krievija. Tatu 3ada pieeja ir bijusi raksturiga arT jaunlatvieSiem un visai
agrakajai latvieSu nacionalisma tradicijai - ar to starpibu, ka pédéjie nakotnes reforméto
Krieviju redzgja ka monarhiju, nevis ka republiku.
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1. maija mitina izklidinasana Esplanadeé. 1921. gads.
Foto: Vilis Ridzenieks. Rigas véstures un kugniecibas muzeja krajums.

LSDSP loma Latvijas valsts izveidé un tas vélakaja politiskaja dzivé nav vértéjama
pilniba viennozimigi. Vispirms, pat LSDSP oponenti, Karli Ulmani ieskaitot, atzina, ka LSDSP
pievienoSanas Tautas Padomes platformai spéja nodroSinat jaunajai valstij tadu masu
atbalstu, kadu nespétu panakt neviens cits latvieSu politiskais spéks. Socialdemokratu
mazinieku atbalsts Latvijas republikai bija izSkiro3s, lai liela latvieSu stradniecibas un
zemniecibas dala novérstos no bolSevisma - jo TpaSi péc Stutkas iebrukuma izgaSanas.
Socialdemokratu darbiba Satversmes sapulcé padarija jauno valsts iekartu izteikti
demokratisku; tas pilniba atbilda ta laika demokratiskajam idealismam. Tagad varétu
vaicat, vai izvéléta Satversmes forma tieSam bija piemérota, lai jauna valsts varétu
pastavéet ka demokratija arT ekonomiski un arpolitiski gratakos laikos. Tomér ir grati
parmest kadam uztictbu demokratiskiem idealiem — pat tad, ja Sie ideali tiek pievilti.

61




SOCIALDEMOKRATIJA UN VALSTS DIBINASANA

Taktikas ltmenT LSDSP pienéma virkni problematisku Iémumu. Tas attiecas gan uz
neiesaistiSanos koalicijas, gan uz aizrau3anos ar valsts ekonomiskas lomas papladinasanu,
gan ilazijam par komunistiskas PSRS spé&ju demokratizéties. Tomér $adi parmetumi ir
pamatoti vienigi tad, ja izvertgjam alternativas pasu procesa dalibnieku uztverg. Viens
no argumentiem par labu koaliciju neveidoSanai bija vajadziba kontrolét radikali kreiso
vélétaju dalu (kas nebat nebija maza). Pretéja gadijuma ta aizietu pie komunistiem - pie
radikali antidemokratiska spéka, kur$ patieSam bija naidigs Latvijas valstij ka tadai. Vai
sadam bazam bija pamats? To més visdrizak neuzzinasim, ja nevélamies pilniba nonakt
“virtualas véstures” nozaré. Velme péc valsts spécigakas jaukSanas ekonomika latvieSu
socialdemokratiem bija ideologiski nosacita. Viniem Skita, ka partijas ietekme uz
demokratisko politisko procesu vispirms ir jaizmanto darba cilveku stavokla uzlaboSanai,
un tas savukart ir izdarams tikai ar valsts aparata starpniecibu - kontrolgjot, pardalot,
nelaujot, subsidgjot. Fakts, ka rezultats vishiezak ir Iidzek|u izSkeérdésana, birokratizacija
un korupcijas vairo$ana, viniem neSkita svarigaks par socialdemokratu kopigo misiju.
Savukart attiectbas ar “pirmo stradnieku un zemnieku valsti pasaul&”, Padomju Krieviju
jeb PSRS, latvieSu socialdemokrati pasi |oti labprat [avas ildzijam. Galu gala, Padomju valstt
daudzas pozicijas pie teikSanas bija vinu nesenie partijas biedri (kuri gan vélak pa vienam
vien pazuda Stalina galasmasina). Galvenos draudus socialdemokrati saskatija totalitara
lab&jo diktatara, kadu iemiesoja fasisms; totalitara kreiso diktatara likas, kaut nedaudz, bet
tomér morali pienemamaka. Vél spécigaka 31 tendence kluva tad, kad Ulmana autoritara
valdiba ar savu Politisko policiju iedzina socialdemokratus pagridé, sédinaja tos cietumos,
padzina no darba valsts iestad@s un tamlidzigi. Tade| PSRS okupacija daudziem Skita
nesam pozitivas parmainas: lai cik tragiski kladainas Sadas ilazijas neizskatitos. Runajot par
socialdemokratu vélako kolaboracionismu, jasaka, ka, ja uz mirkli novérSamies no daziem
skandaloziem gadijumiem, pieméram, dazus méneSus ilgas Briino Kalnina atraSanas
armijas vaditaja amata, socialdemokratu sadarboSanas ar komunistisko rezimu nebt
neizcélas uz kopéja fona. Galu gala, kad runa ir par slavenakajiem latvieSu kolaborantiem,
pirmie nak prata laudis, kuriem nav nekas kopigs ar socialdemokratiem, pieméram, Vilis
Lacis, Vilhelms Munters u. c. Kolaboracija diemZél tolaik nepazina partiju krasu at3kiribas;
iespéjas taisit karjeru jaunaja iekarta izmantoja dainedaZadi |audis - turklat vairums vinu
nak no Ulmana rezimam lojalajam “pilsoniskajam” aprindam, nevis no pagridé iedzitiem
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socialdemokratiem. Tas pats jasaka ar1 par padomju laiku disidentiem un padomju reZima
kritikiem: ar1 starp tiem bija socialdemokrati.

Latvijas socialdemokratija ir viens no Latvijas politiskas véstures pamatelementiem, un
bez LSDSP lomas nav iespjams izprast Latvijas valsts tapSanas un veidoSanas procesu. Art
socialdemokratiem nav acis pakausi. ArT vini ne vienmér spéja paredzét vélako notikumu
gaitu, reizém parak palaudamies uz teorétiskam dogmam. Viniem bija savas, reizém |oti
spécigas iluzijas. Tomeér sava laika politiskaja ainava vini parstavéja kreisi demokratisko
novirzienu, kur$ baudija plasu sabiedribas atbalstu. Ja gribam izmest no savas véstures
socialdemokratiju, més nevilSusarivérsamies pret demokratisko Iidzdaltbu, cilvektiestbam,
socialo taisnigumu un valstu miermiligu sadarbibu integréta Eiropa - idealiem, kurus
sava, Tsteni latviska veida ar visiem trakumiem aizstavéja S vésturiska partija.
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Latvijas socialdemokratu partijas lideri. Ap 1928. gadu. Foto: Vilis
Ridzenieks. Rigas véstures un kugniecibas muzeja krajums.
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Sis raksts ir vesturiska eseja, kura drizak ieskicé Latvijas socialdemokratijas attiecibas
ar Latvijas valsti, nevis pretendé uz $is témas visaptveroSu izpéti. Daudz kas no Seit
rakstita var likties diskutéjams. Tomér jaatzist, ka socialdemokratijas vésture kopuma
kop3 neatkarihas atjauno3anas nav izpelnijusies lielu pétnieku uzmanibu. Iznémums ir
Aivara Strangas un Jana Silina fundamentalie darbi. Tomér liela dala viedoklu par LSDSP
lomu Latvijas valstiskuma vésturé joprojam balstita memuaru literatara, kura ne vienmeér
ir objektiva, nemot véra attiecigd memuarista mérkus. Saja raksta vispirms (1.) tiek
aprakstits latvieSu socialdemokratijas sakums 19. gadsimta nogal@. Péc tam (2.) stkak
pievérSamies socialdemokratu dazadam pieejam valstiskumam un Latvijas autonomijai.
Turpmak (3.) ir vieta socialdemokratu lomai valsts dibinasanas posma. Nakamas nodalas
veltitas LSDSP darbibai starpkaru perioda - no iz3kirigas lomas Satversmes sapulces
laika (4.) Iidz nelegalajam darbam Ulmana diktatdras apstaklos (5.). Nosléguma (6.) tiek
piedavati daZi apkopojosi secinajumi.

Latvijas Socialdemokratiska stradnieku partija (LSDSP) ir vecaka politiska partija
Latvija, tas saknes mekl&jamas 19. gadsimta. Turklat I1dz pat 1917. gadam, kad Krievija péc
Februara revoliicijas strauji pieauga iedzivotaju aktivitate, LSDSP bija ar1 vieniga latvieSu
masu partija, kura varéja spélét realu politiska lidera lomu. Spilgtakais apliecindjums tam
bija 1905.-1907. gada revoldcija, kuras dramatisko norisi Latvija liela méra vadija LSDSP.
Ar11918. gada valsts dibinaSana socialdemokrati bija ietekmigs, lai gan ne vienmér pozitivs
faktors. Socialdemokratu ka pirmas latvieSu masu partijas attiecibas ar Latvijas valsti
bijusas cieSas un vienlaikus sarezgitas. Nevar runat par latvieSu nacijas politisko attistTbu
un tas paSapzinas veidoSanos, nenemot véra socialdemokratijas ietekmi. Masdienas
sarkanais un sarkanbaltsarkanais karogs lielajam vairumam Latvijas iedzivotaju simbolizé
divas atSkirigas vertibu sistémas. Tas ir saprotami, nemot véra 1940. gada padomju
okupacijas un valstiskuma zaudé&Sanas pieredzi. Tacu, atskatoties pagatné, jaatzist, ka
abu karogu attiecibas ir bijusas |oti daudzveidigas - no opozicijas un cinas lidz pat cieSai
tuvibai un sakritibai.
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SUMMARIES OF THE COUNTRY STUDIES

Austria

The Social Democratic Workers' Party of Austria (Sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei
Osterreichs, SDAP) became a decisive political force within a few decades after the
unification party congress at Hainfeld in 1888/1889 and in the wake of the 1907 elections
was the second largest party in the Imperial Council (Reichsrat) of the Cisleithanian
(northern and western) part of Austria. Under the leadership of Victor Adler there was a
change of course towards a peaceful transition from the wartime Habsburg dictatorship
to a democratic republic and the transformation of the state bureaucracy at central-state
and federal level towards the end of the war in 1918. Although after the 1911 elections the
Social Democratic MPs were the weaker grouping in the provisional National Assembly,
over against the Christian Social Party and the German National Party, Karl Renner was
nevertheless elected state chancellor on 30 October 2018. The central departments in the
areas of foreign relations and social affairs were taken by Social Democrats Victor Adler
and Ferdinand Hanusch. Otto Glockel and Julius Deutsch were dominant undersecretaries
in the areas of home affairs and the armed forces. Karl Seitz served as both president of
the National Assembly and state president.

Cooperation with the centre-right parties worked surprisingly well because of the
extreme external pressure exerted by worries about a communist revolution and
because the problems involved in transforming parts of the former Cisleithania were
virtually unmanageable. Given the economic dependence on the Entente powers and the
centrifugal trends in individual conservative-dominated Lander such as Salzburg, Tyrol
and Vorarlberg to leave the federated state again a socialist revolution seemed an illusion.
Despite its revolutionary wing the majority of the SDAP remained loyal to a coalition with
the Christian Social Party even after the successful elections of February 1919, in which it
garnered around 40 per cent of the vote. At the same time, Julius Deutsch was able, with
the help of Friedrich Adler, to channel the anarchist-revolutionary tendencies in the army
and to implement some of the most progressive social policy legislation in Europe. An
eight-hour working day and a law on a chamber of labour and works councils are only a

69




SUMMARIES OF THE COUNTRY STUDIES

few examples of their achievements. Nationalisation projects such as in coal mining, the
iron industry and the large forest estates were planned but were unable to command a
majority.

It did not prove possible to integrate the German-speaking territories of the newly
established Czechoslovakia into the new federated state on the basis of President Wilson's
14 Points or to bring about union (‘Anschluf’) with Germany. The territorial claims of the
Kingdom of Yugoslavia to parts of Carinthia, however, were averted by military means and
by a referendum. In the end the German-speaking South Tyrol was affiliated to Italy in the
peace accords.

Already under the Habsburg Monarchy the SDAP’s orientation was pan-German, entirely
in the spirit of the 1848 revolution, whose political symbolism had been adopted by the
liberals, and despite its Marxist rhetoric the party was politically pragmatic and sought
to stabilise democracy. Despite the resignation of Otto Bauer, who had taken over from
Victor Adler - who had died on 11 November 1918 - as secretary of state for foreign affairs,
and the collapse of the coalition in June 1920, a collective constitutional compromise was
achieved in parliament on 1 October 1920. This still provides the basis for the current
constitution of the Austrian Republic, with amendments.

Although, despite the severity of the circumstances, the SDAP was able to influence social
issues, introduce social policy innovations, prevent a communist revolution and help
shape a democratic parliamentary constitution, it ultimately ran aground on the national
question; in other words, the attempt to create a pan-German state including all German-
speaking territories together with the German Reich. The peace treaty of Saint Germain-
en-Laye in 1920 set in stone the small independent state of Austria and prohibited the
name ‘German-Austria’ and the ‘union’ with Germany.
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Belarus

It is impossible to recount the history of the Republic of Belarus without taking into
account the country’s socialist movement. The Belarusian Revolution started after an
attempt to create the Belarusian Revolutionary Party in 1902 and the establishment of the
Belarusian Socialist Hramada (BSH) in 1903 (‘hramada’ means ‘commune’ or ‘community’).
The Party’s first manifesto described its strategic goal, which became the objective of
the whole Belarusian movement in the twentieth century and remains that of democratic
forces in Belarus in the twenty-first century, namely the establishment of an independent
democratic republic. The period from 1902 to 1917 can be characterised one of ideological
revolution.

The BSH, which was the only Belarusian party at that time, remained a faction of Marxists
and narodniks (‘populists’) until 1 May 1918. Social democrats played a major role in the
Party. Aliaksandr Burbis, Vaclati Ivanouski, Ivan and Anton tuckievi¢ and Aliaksandr Utasal
were close to the Central Committee elected in January 1906. Social democrats Zmicier
zytunovit, Jazep Dyta and Arkadz Smoli¢ were in the forefront of the Party in 1917-1918. As
the Belarusian nation was still not completely formed by the early twentieth century, the
Party had to perform a culture- and nation-forming function as well. At the same time the
Belarusian movement became part of the liberation movement of peoples in the Russian
Empire, and BSH was an active participant in the Socialist movement in Russia.

The political stage of the Belarusian Revolution started after the fall of Tsarism. The Party
initiated the Congress of Belarusian Organisations in March 1917 and the Congress of
Belarusian Organisations and Parties in July of the same year. BSH adherents played a
leading role in the Central Council of Belarusian organisations established in July, as well
as in the Great Belarusian Council, which commenced activities in October.

Belarusian socialists called for the autonomy of Belarus in the Russian Democratic Federal
Republic. The Party did not welcome the Bolshevik takeover. The Great Belarusian Council

launched an initiative to hold an All-Belarusian Congress in Minsk. The same initiative
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was also proposed by the Belarusian Regional Committee at the All-Russian Council of
Rural Deputies. The All-Belarusian Congress (5-18 December 1917) supported unity with
democratic federal Russia and decided to form the All-Belarusian Council (Rada) of rural,
soldier and worker deputies from its ranks. Bolsheviks in the ‘Western region’ (as they
called Belarus) and the war front broke up the Congress, but its delegates, who held a
meeting at the Minsk depot of the Libava-Romen railway, transferred power in Belarus
to the All-Belarusian Congress. The majority of seats in the Rada went to BSH members.

BSH members played the decisive role in declaring the Belarusian People’s Republic (BPR)
on 9 March 1918. The Rada of the All-Belarusian Congress on 19 March, became the BPR
Rada after representatives of ethnic minorities joined it. On 25 March, with the help of the
BSH members' votes the BPR Rada declared Belarus independent. The Republic was seen
by its founders as a democratic social state based on the rule of law. The Great Powers,
however, first of all France, saw no interest in Belarus and Ukraine seceding from Russia.

In autumn 1917 some BSH members left it because they supported the Bolshevik
manifesto. First, they established the Belarusian Social-Democratic Worker's Party, and
from 1918 they started to set up Belarusian sections of the Russian Communist Party
(Bolsheviks). Ex-members of BSH initiated the declaration of the Socialist Soviet Republic
of Belarus (SSRB) on 2 January 1919. The SSRB, proclaimed as an alternative to the BPR,
did not last long. After its existence had been declared for the second time on 31 July
1920 it became a predecessor of the Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic (BSSR), which was
legitimised in 1927. On 25 August 1991 the BSSR became a de facto independent state. On
19 September that year the Republic of Belarus appeared on the map. On 10 December,
after renunciation of the Agreement of 1922 on the Establishment of the Soviet Union, the
Republic of Belarus became a de jure independent state.
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Czechoslovakia

Slovakia

Prior to 1914, Slovak social democracy was formed in cooperation with Hungarians in
Budapest, Germans in Bratislava and Czechs in Vienna. Its contacts with Czech social
democracy in the Austrian part of the monarchy contributed substantially to the growth
and implementation of the idea of Czecho-Slovak mutuality and, ultimately, the idea of a
common Czecho-Slovak state.

After the Czechoslovak Republic (or Czechoslovakia) was established in October 1918,
the Czech social democratic party merged with its Slovak counterpart in December
1918 to form the Czechoslovak Social Democratic Workers Party. Unified Czecho-Slovak
social democracy became firmly embedded in the political structure of the new state. It
participated in the drafting of the Constitution, electoral law and laws related to public
administration, unification and the rights of ethnic minorities. Even though the leaders of
social democracy used revolutionary rhetoric in response to the post-war radicalisation
of broad swathes of the population, they pursued reform policies in political and social
practice.

Thefirst elections to the Chamber of Deputies in Czechoslovakia were held on 18 April 1920.
The social democratic party emerged as the strongest political party in Czechoslovakia.
In Slovakia, social democrats achieved electoral victory as well. They obtained 39.4 per
cent of the valid votes and, combined with the votes for the Hungarian-German Social
Democratic Party, more than 46 per cent. Social democracy played a major role in the
creation of the first common state of Czechs and Slovaks. Between 1918 and 1920, the
first two social democratic governments laid the foundations of a modern and democratic
political system, functioning parliamentary democracy and democratic political culture.

73




SUMMARIES OF THE COUNTRY STUDIES

Czechia

Czech social democracy, as an ideological current, broad social movement and political
party (CSDSD) was formed in the last third of the nineteenth century. It developed along
similar lines to social democratic movements in the other industrialised countries of
central and western Europe. During the First World War, the Social Democrats abandoned
their original aim of the democratic transformation of Austro-Hungary in favour of the
creation of an independent democratic state, the Czechoslovak Republic (CSR). They made
a significant contribution not only to the creation and stabilisation of the CSR, but during
the whole period of its existence they provided it with firm support, even in the face of the
decision by one wing of the party to split off and form the Communist Party, which then
competed fiercely with the Social Democrats.

Social democratic ideas on political democracy played a significant role in shaping the
constitutional order of the new state, and for most of the period from 1918 to 1938 the Social
Democrats were participants in coalition governments. The party was the driving force behind
projects such as the new system of sickness, invalidity and old age insurance and pensions, land
reform, the eight-hour working day, days off, unemployment insurance, health and safety at
work, a number of education reforms and the introduction of a modern civil code. In the 1930s
this developed into an attempt to cope with the Great Depression and its mass unemployment.
The Social Democrats also exerted influence through their strong representation at regional
and municipal level and their broad base resulting from cooperative enterprises and the unions.

The ambitions of the social democratic movement were greater than this, however. They
wanted democracy to penetrate economic relationships, or more precisely, the sphere
of production, as well as social relationships in general. In this, however, the ¢sSDSD
was not as successful as it had hoped; its policy was realised only in certain areas or for
short periods of time. The Social Democrats also believed that while social democratic
policy should issue from sovereign states, it should not be confined to their borders. Still,
although the movement undertook more international activities than any other political
force in the CSR, here, too, it was more a question of beginnings and unrealised visions.
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The complicated relations between minorities in the CSR, which were the legacy of
previous historical developments, at first hindered cooperation between social democratic
currents, especially the Czech/Czechoslovak and the German ones. Attempts to find
common solutions gradually grew stronger, however, and by the end of the 1920s the
German Social Democrats in the CSR had become a governing party. At the same time
there were increasing attempts to find a new order that would allow Czech Germans to
see Czechoslovakia as ‘their own' state, while preserving its democratic character and its
existing borders. The opportunity to impose more of a social democratic imprint on the
(SR that existed in the early 1920s was not to be repeated in later years.

The Czechoslovak Republic of 1938 to 1938 represents the first major attempt in the
Czech lands to implement social democratic ideas in practice. It is an attempt that is still
inspirational today, both where it succeeded and where it remained unfulfilled.

Estonia

At the beginning of the twentieth century urban social democratic organisations were
formed in Estonia, which belonged to the Russian Social Democratic Workers Party. The
Russian Social Democratic Workers Party famously split into Bolsheviks and Mensheviks;
in the case of Estonia there was a similar split into Federalists and Centralists. By 1917,
however, Estonian social democrats had established some sort of coexistence between
nationalism, parliamentary democracy and class consciousness. The Estonian political
parties with a social democratic orientation played a decisive role in the development from
province of the Russian empire to autonomous province to independent state.

By the end of 1917 the idea of Estonian autonomy among social democrats had developed
into a strong conviction that Estonia should become an independent state. The first

definite concept of Estonian independence was declared by the Estonian Socialist and
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Revolutionary Party in the memorandum on the Workers' Republic of Estonia. The first
practical steps for announcing the republic in February 1918 were made by politicians of
the Estonian Labour Party, with Jiri Vilms at the forefront. After the German occupation,
on 11 November 1918 the Estonian Provisional Government was able to re-establish itself
and the Estonian Socialist Workers' Party took part in it. In a difficult war situation it was
important for the consolidation of the people.

The Estonian Constituent Assembly of 1919, in which social democratic parties played
a leading role, laid the foundation for the Estonian state and society. Land reform was
adopted; manorial lands belonging to Baltic Germans were expropriated and given to
farms. Peace was concluded with Russia. The educational laws adopted by the Constituent
Assembly introduced the principle of the comprehensive school, the church was separated
from the state and its importance in public life declined rapidly.

The Estonian Constitution, which was adopted in 1920, was created primarily by social
democrats and the Estonian Labour Party. The Constitution established a parliamentary
republic and universal suffrage (in other words, including women). Among other things,
the Constitution granted cultural autonomy to national minorities. In the 1920s and 1930s,
the Estonian Social Democrats’ platform remained unchanged; the main focus was on
reforms to improve workers’ social and economic situation. As the years went by, however,
tactics became more flexible; it was no longer considered a problem to be in a coalition
with right-wing parties. The Social Democrats made progress. From 1926 to 1932, the
Estonian Social Democratic Workers' Party was the largest parliamentary group. Although
in the second half of the 1930s the influence of the Social Democrats in Estonia was small,
important steps were taken in terms of Estonian statehood.

76

SUMMARIES OF THE COUNTRY STUDIES

Finland

Social democracy entered Finland in its German form via Scandinavia at the turn of the
twentieth century when Finland was an autonomous Grand Duchy within the Russian
Empire. The breakthrough to a real mass movement in what was still a very agrarian
country was boosted by the 1905 revolutionary turmoil that led to a radical democratic
reform.

The labour movement was the driving force in pushing through a unicameral parliament,
elected by universal suffrage, including women. In the first elections in 1907 the Social
Democratic Party won 37 per cent of the vote and 80 out of 200 seats. The reformist way
forward was halted, however, by the autocratic Tsar, who could refuse to verify proposed
bills and dissolve parliament at will.

The Russian revolution of March 1917 opened up opportunities to strive for the dual
objective of national and social liberation. A new all-party coalition government was formed
in Finland, and Oskari Tokoi became, in effect, the first socialist prime minister in the world.
National unity did not last. The middle class did not trust the socialists, who were radicalised
by worsening living conditions and revolutionary Russian comrades. Military guards were
formed and armed on both sides. Independence was declared in December 1917, but the
nation was trapped in a vicious circle of inner hostilities. Finland drifted into civil war.

After three months of bloody fighting the socialist revolution ended in a devastating
defeat. Those reds who were exiled to Soviet Russia founded the Finnish Communist Party,
which operated in Finland under the cover of front organisations and trade unions. The
labour movement was split, the Social Democrats retaining approximately two-thirds of
its public support during the 1920s. ‘White’ hegemony continued, but alongside punitive
measures towards labour there were also integrative forces. The Social Democrats were
needed to battle both domestic communism and the foreign Soviet threat. In 1926-1927
Véind Tanner even led a Social Democratic minority government that included the first
woman, Miina Sillanpad, to hold a ministerial post.
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Tougher laws outlawing communism were adopted in 1930, but otherwise Finnish
democracy endured the challenges of right-wing radicalism. Thus the political system
developed in the opposite direction from its counterparts in central and eastern Europe.
The dividing line from the Civil War was crossed in 1937 when the two mass parties, the
Social Democrats and the Agrarians, formed a coalition government. Finland took its
place as the fourth member of the Nordic family. The ‘red-soil’ cooperation and Nordic
neutralism did not save Finland from two wars with the Soviet Union, although they did
make the country strong enough to avert military occupation. This made it possible for the
Finns to follow the Scandinavian path after the Second World War instead of landing in the
Soviet-led communist bloc.

The Nordic (very social democratic) model of welfare state provided a road map for Finland,
which by international comparison has achieved top rankings in almost every category.
What is more, the Finns achieved the dual objective of national and social liberation that
the vanguard of early social democracy dreamt about. The challenge remains how to carry
the national story of success into the ever-more globalised twenty-first century.

Georgia

After the First World War several new independent republics emerged in Eastern Europe.
Social democratic movements actively participated in the political constitution of many
of the new states. Unexpectedly, the first social democratic government in Europe was
created notin one of the western industrial nations, but in Georgia, an agricultural country
formerly in the Russian Empire, adjoining the Near East.

The design of socialism and thus social democracy in Georgia was always deeply
influenced by its unique conditions. While the nineteenth century was deeply imprinted
by Tsarist oppression of Georgian culture and people, the first democratic movements
were nationalistic and elitist as Georgia was an agricultural country with only a small
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industrial proletariat. It is not surprising therefore that only in 1892 was the first left-
wing union formed in Zestafoni, one of the biggest industrial centres in Georgia at the
time. The first manifesto of the Georgian left was published in 1894, written by Noe
Zhordania, the future leading figure among the Georgian social democrats. The manifesto
already exemplifies the distinct character of Georgian socialism, recognising the lack of
an industrial proletariat and the need to include the peasants and other non-bourgeois
classes by democratic means.

After achieving independence in 1918 the social democrats were the leading force of
the fledgling Georgian republic, winning more than 80 per cent of the votes in the first
democratic elections. Due to their inclusivity they created a state that was contrary to
Bolshevik ideas and instead followed the lead of the German SPD and Karl Kautsky in
particular. Equal rights, emancipation of minorities and women, decentralisation and a
mixed economy favouring social justice were the pillars of the newly founded republic.
The living conditions of workers and peasants alike were to be improved not by revolution,
but through gradual progress. But the biggest challenge for the social democratic republic
was the foreign threat from Bolshevik Russia, the Ottoman Empire, Armenia and Soviet
Azerbaijan. In this hostile environment the social democratic government'’s goal was to
stay neutral but still defend its territorial integrity.

Although the Social Democratic Republic of Georgia was internationally recognised
and lauded as a spearhead of social democracy by many representatives of the Second
International, such as Karl Kautsky, Ramsay MacDonald and Emile Vandervelde, it
nevertheless succumbed to Soviet Russia in 1921 and lost its independence. Today the
social democratic past is a distant memory for many Georgians. During the regimes of
Shevardnadze and Saakashvili and the current government led by the ‘Georgian Dream’
party, Georgia’s focus has been on neoliberalism and a ‘free market economy’. Despite the
fact that ‘Georgian Dream’ describes itself as a social democratic party and is registered
as an observer with the European Party of Socialists, it does not portray itself as inheritor
of the social democratic past.
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Hungary

The Hungarian labour movement sought to emulate its German counterpart and its leaders
were influenced by the ideas of Lassalle, Kautsky and Bernstein (the name of Lenin was
unknown in Hungary until 1917). The Social Democratic Party of Hungary (Magyarorszdgi
Szocidldemokrata Part, MSZDP) — which was founded in 1890 - commenced its political
activities in accordance with the directives of the Second International.

The aim of the Hungarian Social Democrats was not a revolutionary takeover, but
becoming a mass party and entering the Hungarian parliament. The MSZDP easily became
a mass party, but their most important demand, the universal, equal and secret ballot, was
rejected. For this reason, the MSZDP, which wanted to achieve its demands in a democratic
way, did not manage to get even one MP into the Hungarian Parliament until 1918, even
though it had become the strongest and most organized party of Hungary by then, with a
rapidly growing membership. Membership of the party soared after 1917, reaching almost
1 million by autumn 1918.

After defeat in the First World War and the ‘Aster Revolution’ on 30-31 October 1918, the
opposition came to power and the Social Democrats were included in the government
under the leadership of the so-called ‘red count’, Mihaly Karolyi. Erné Garami, leader of
the MSZDP, became Minister of Commerce and later on other Social Democrat politicians
entered the government. The MSZDP firmly demanded that the independent Hungary
become a republic, and on 16 November 1918 Hungary was proclaimed a ‘people’s
republic’ with a unicameral parliament (without a House of Lords).

The MSZDP wanted a universal, equal and secret ballot for every citizen over the age of
20, regardless of gender. But this demand was realised to only a limited extent: only men
over 21 got the right to vote and literate women over 24. After transforming the ‘people’s
republic’ into a Soviet Republic with the collaboration of the Communists in the spring of
1919, everyone over 18 got the right to vote, but the so-called ‘reactionaries’ (including
clerics and ‘kulaks’) were excluded.
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The issue of land was the other hot topic in Hungary at that time. The Social Democrats
demanded the nationalisation and collectivisation of medium-sized and large estates, but
they were unable to prevail in the civic democratic Karolyi regime. The old demand of the
MSZDP, the nationalisation of factories, was not accomplished either during the period
of coalition government, only later, during the Hungarian Soviet Republic, when every
factory employing more than 10 workers was nationalised.

The Social Democratic Party of Hungary had hostile relations with the Party of Hungarian
Communists (‘Kommunistak Magyarorszdgi Partja’, KMP), resumed after an interlude of
rapprochement in the wake of the revolutions of 1918-1919. When a hostile occupation
by the entente powers threatened Hungary in March 1919, the Social Democrat and
Communist parties were unified under the name of the Socialist Party of Hungary
(‘Magyarorszagi Szocialista Part’, MSZP), in order to create a ‘worker unit’ to defend
Hungary in alliance with Soviet Russia. The ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ was proclaimed.
Although the Social Democrats and Communists could work together successfully in the
Revolutionary Government Council, the Hungarian Soviet Republic was short-lived due
to the catastrophic internal and external situation, which could not be managed either
peacefully or with violence. When the dictatorship of the proletariat failed, the Communists
and the left-wing Social Democrats emigrated from Hungary.

The moderate Social Democrats, who remained in Hungary, formed the Peidl government,
but this was overthrown by a right-wing coup after only a weeks on 6 August 1919. A ‘White
terror' started - persecution of leftists who played a role in the revolutions of 1918-1919
- and for this reason, the MSZDP boycotted the election of 1920. The Social Democrats
participated only in the election of 1922, after the new Social Democratic leader, Karoly
Peyer, made a pact with the rightist prime minister Istvan Bethlen. The MSZDP became the
legal leftist opposition of the Horthy regime for two decades.
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Iceland

Social democrats in Iceland founded the Social Democratic Party (SDP) and the Icelandic
Confederation of Labour in 1916, both of which remained under one rule for four decades.
Following the SDP’s founding, significant strides were made in spreading and increasing
the influence of social democracy and trade unionism.

Frequent splits and conflict within the SDP would later hamper its efforts to retain political
power, but it still exerted a major influence in shaping Icelandic society, including the
enactment of legislation on fishing vessels’ working hours, social security and workers’
dwellings in the party’s earliest years and during the first years after Iceland regained
sovereignty. The SDP formed various coalitions with other parties, thereby implementing
a range of social democratic policies.

The party split five times, first of all in 1938 when one of its most prominent members joined
the Communists. From that time onwards, there was always a powerful party to the left of
the SDP, fragmenting the left wing of Icelandic politics until the parties reunited as the Social
Democratic Alliance at the end of the twentieth century. The labour-based parties’ combined
share of the vote, excluding the Progressive Party, ranged between 35 and 40 per cent,
compared with the SDP’s average share of 15 per cent until the formation of the Alliance.

The biggest milestone on Iceland’s journey towards sovereignty and independence was
achieved in 1918 when the Act of Union with Denmark was passed. Up to that point, Iceland
had been part of the Kingdom of Denmark. Through the Act of Union, Denmark officially
relinquished its claim to Iceland and declared it a free and sovereign state in a personal
union with the Danish king. Although this formally ended foreign control over Iceland, the
last step remained, namely the founding of a republic completely independent of Denmark
and with an Icelandic president as head of state.

During the First World War, a new, class-based party system emerged in Iceland. All
the parties avoided making electoral promises on the relationship with Denmark, and
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Iceland's first coalition government, formed in 1917, can be said to have settled the issue
without party-political conflict. The resolution of the sovereignty issue was thus not a
party-political issue for the new class-based parties.

The SDP and Icelandic social democrats in general had a substantial influence on the
conclusion of the Act of Union and the sovereignty agreement with Denmark, however. The
contributions made by representatives of the fledgling social democratic movement were
even critical to reaching an agreement with the Danish negotiation team. The greatest of
these contributions was made by the SDP member Olafur Fridriksson, who travelled to
Denmark to win support from members of the Social Democracy party.

Different views on the founding of the Republic of Iceland during the Second World
War were to prove problematic for the SDP, whose approach to how and when to found
the republic was opposed by the majority of Icelanders and all the other parties. The
debate was not about whether to found a republic, but how and when, with Denmark
under German occupation. At the centre of the debate was the choice between a rapid
separation between the two countries or a divorce along legal lines based on the 1918
Union agreement, with the SDP favouring the latter option.

The Social Democrats in Iceland have a proud and colourful history reaching back to the
SDP’s founding over a century ago. They have had a profound influence on many aspects
of Iceland’s social model, shaping it in the form of classical social democracy despite
becoming fragmented into two to three parties for over six decades.

Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes

There were several social democratic parties in the territory of the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes, a complex state that came into existence on 1 December 1918 with
the unification of the Kingdom of Serbia, Montenegro and the lands inhabited by South
Slavs within Austria-Hungary. The oldest was the Social Democratic Party of Croatia and
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Slavonia (founded in 1894). In Serbia, the Social Democratic Party of Serbia had existed
since 1903, while in Slovenian territory and in parts of Istria inhabited by Croats, the
Yugoslav Social Democratic Party had been active since 1896.

The last to be founded was the Social Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(1909). Workers' parties were relatively small and weak in countries that were minimally
industrialised, predominantly agrarian and poor. The role of social democrats was thus
relatively invisible when Austria-Hungary began to disintegrate and a new country
emerged. Soon, as in the rest of Europe, impressed by the October Revolution and then by
the activities of Béla Kun in Hungary, the Left experienced a split between the Communist
Party of Yugoslavia (KPJ) and social democrats. The KPJ, which had attracted alarge number
of members, was banned in 1921 following its success in the first general elections, after
which it had become the third strongest party in the parliament. Politicians who were
more inclined to parliamentarianism and opposed to revolution entered the government
and were attacked as ‘sterile ministers’. One faction of the social democratic parties united
in 1919 to form the Yugoslav Social Democratic Party (JSDS), while in 1920 another group
founded the Social Democratic Party of Yugoslavia (SDSJ), which had somewhat fewer
supporters.

The two social democratic parties began negotiations in the summer of 1921 and finally
merged at the end of that year as the Socialist Party of Yugoslavia (SPJ). This was a united
social democratic party led by DragiSa Lapcevi¢ and Vitomir Korac (as political secretary),
whose platform was decidedly against revolution and against communism. Although
it profited materially when the authorities distributed all the property of the outlawed
communist parties and their trade unions to the social democrats, the effects were small.

Though illegal, the KPJ continued to operate through trade unions and organisations that
were de facto under its control, causing a rift among social democrats, who had difficulty
reaching the working class. The SP| never became a significant factor in the political life of the
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (later renamed the Kingdom of Yugoslavia), although
it fought for the interests of workers and participated in the theoretical debates of that time.
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Latvia

The Latvian Social Democratic Workers' Party (LSDSP) was the main Latvian political
movement before the First World War and its role in state-building has not previously
been fully evaluated. Of course, relations between Social Democrats and independent
nation-statehood have often been problematic, not only in Latvia but in most central
and eastern European countries. Nationalists and socialists have opposed each other
fiercely and relations between class and nation were often seen as contradictory and
even antagonistic. In practice, however, there have been multiple overlaps and forms of
cooperation; the support of Leftist forces for new statehood has often been crucial.

TheLatviansocialistmovementwasbornoutofthesplitinthe Latvian nationalistmovement,
when the energetic younger generation of intellectuals, such as Eduards Veidenbaums,
Janis PliekSans-Rainis, Péteris Stucka, Aspazija and others, found themselves unwilling to
remain within the conservative structures dominated by the Riga Latvian Society (RLB).
The »New Current, as they called themselves, was not a Marxist party. It included many
facets of European modernism of the time, including realism in literature, Darwinism in
science various democratic, Leftist and feminist ideologies coming from both Western
Europe and the main Russian cities of Moscow and St Petersburg. The »New Current« was
crushed by the Tsarist authorities, however, and henceforth the underground movement
became increasingly social democratic.

The LSDSP was established in 1904 as a social democratic party for Latvians; ideologically,
it followed the German SPD and Karl Kautsky. In political terms, however, it joined
forces with Russian Social Democrats, especially after the Revolution of 1905, when the
party had its first experience in mass organizing. Despite the strong influence of Lenin,
the LSDSP retained its independence and did not split into Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
until 1917. In that year, after the February Revolution in Russia, the Latvian Bolsheviks
split off and prepared themselves for an armed insurrection in order to overthrow the
Provisional Government. The Latvian Mensheviks, however, established an independent
party and planned for a democratic, autonomous Latvia. Their support was decisive for
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the establishment of Latvian statehood in 1918; they were the only Latvian political force
that enjoyed something like mass legitimacy.

The LSDSP, led by Fricis Menders and Pauls Kalnins, played a prominent role in the
first period of democracy. It helped to draft a democratic, parliamentary constitution
(Satversme), adopted in 1922. The party also made an important contribution to the
defence of workers' rights and social justice. Despite having the largest faction in all three
inter-war convocations of the Latvian parliament (Saeima), however, the LSDSP did not
join any ruling coalitions (except for two brief periods) and was mainly in opposition.
Probably for this reason the party was unable to prevent the 1934 coup d'etat by the right-
wing agrarian Karlis Ulmanis. After the coup the party merged with the communists and
went underground, only to re-emerge briefly after the Soviet occupation of 1940. Some
Social Democrats collaborated with the Soviets. Many, including the leaders Menders
and Kalnins, joined with other democratic politicians and called for the restoration of
democratic Latvian statehood. Many Social Democrats fought for the restoration of 1918
Latvia, both as severely repressed Soviet dissidents and as exiles living in the West.

Lithuania

The emergence and development of social democracy in Lithuania at the end of the
nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth was influenced by the rise of
social democratic movements in various countries, as well as the specific circumstances
in Lithuania: the agrarian nature of the country, the delay in capitalist development, the
diversity of the ethnic composition of the urban population, the presence of Lithuania
in the autocratic Russian empire, the latter's policy of national oppression, as well as
emerging processes of national regeneration and national movements .

The ideology and programme of the Lithuanian Social Democratic Party (LSDP), as
representative of Lithuanian social democracy, at the turn of the twentieth century,
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were characterised, like those of many other social democratic parties at that time, by
the primacy given to Marxism. For most of the period, however, national liberation was
presented as a precondition for social liberation.

As a result, Lithuanian social democracy became an integral part of the Lithuanian
national liberation movement, and in 1905, when the ‘national revolution’ began in
Lithuania, the LSDP was the most active ‘political’ force in the ensuing events. The defeat
of the revolution dealt a severe blow to the LSDP's organisation, operational capabilities,
influence on society and programme, however, and from 1907 until the First World War,
the LSDP advocated autonomy within the Russian Empire.

The beginning of the First World War and the German occupation of Lithuania meant
that the social democrats’ approach to the future of Lithuania had to be adapted. LSDP
members, in anticipation of the possibility of war-driven changes in the political map of
Europe, began to call for an independent democratic Republic of Lithuania established in
a democratic way, and actively promoted it (including in its publication Labour's Voice in
1917-1918), including participation in joint action by various political currents focused on
achieving national liberation.

Social Democrats Steponas Kairys and Mykolas BirZiSka, elected together with two left-wing
members of the Lithuanian Council, Jonas VileiSius and Stanislovas Narutavicius, were the
main opponents of Lithuania‘s ‘strong and everlasting union’ with Germany, proclaimed
by a resolution of the Council of Lithuania on 11 December 1917 and established by four
conventions. They were also, in essence, the main authors of the Lithuanian Independence
Act, which was adopted on 16 February 1918. Protesting against the decision by the right-
wing majority of the Lithuanian Council to proclaim Lithuania a monarchy and elect a king,
the Social Democrats withdrew from the Council of Lithuania, arguing that it had exceeded
its powers.

Although from 1917 to 1919 some Lithuanian Social Democrats, especially outside
Lithuania, became communists, those who remained faithful to the ideological tradition
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of social democracy, during the creation of Lithuanian statehood in 1918, in the autumn
of 1919 and then in the period of the establishment of statehood, from 1920 to 1922,
constantly emphasised the necessity of a free democratic state in Lithuania, but also a
democratic approach to creating such a state. They had no illusions about the ideology
and political practices of the Russian Bolsheviks and entered the Lithuanian government
to fight the Bolsheviks for Lithuania's independence. They also clearly opposed the
aspirations of Polish land owners to annex Lithuania to Poland. In 1919, 1920, 1922 and
in subsequent years, the Social Democrats protested unequivocally against undemocratic
tendencies in the ideology and actions of right-wing political currents and strove hard
to achieve the radical democratization of Lithuanian society and to make the Republic of
Lithuania as democratic and socially just as possible.

Poland

After the failure of the January Uprising in 1864, many Polish political emigrants joined the
international workers' movement. Socialists from various countries therefore supported
the Poles’ independence efforts. The International Working Men's Association was
established in the same year (often called the First International), on a wave of solidarity
with the January Uprising. The greatest advocate of Polish independence was Karl Marx
himself. The closest collaborator of the author of Capital, Friedrich Engels, wrote that
‘Polish independence and the Russian revolution are conditional upon each other'and ina
letter to Karl Kautsky in 1882 stated emphatically:

The Polish socialists, who do not make the liberation of their country the key point of their
programme, remind me of the German socialists who do not demand, in particular, the
abolition of laws against socialists, the freedom of the press, association and assembly.
To be able to fight, you first need ground beneath your feet, air, light and space. Otherwise
everything is just hot air.
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The Polish Socialist Party (PSP), founded in 1892, was the first Polish workers' group that made
the fight for its country’s independence a political priority. The PSP combined the national-
independence demand with a programme of radical social and political reforms aimed at
establishing socialism and parliamentary democracy. This programme led to disputes at
the heart of the socialist movement. The issue of moving the fight for independence to the
forefront caused arguments from the Left of the party, for whom revolution was supposed
to be the solution to national oppression. The difference of opinion led to splits in the party.

Among all the political movements, PSP was most consistent in its position on
independence. Conservatives favoured a loyal approach to the foreign occupiers, while
the National Democrats (right-wing nationalists) were in favour of Polish autonomy within
the Russian Empire. These differences became evident during the 1905 revolution, when
militia associated with the right-wing nationalists attacked socialists from the PSP and the
revolutionary left-wing movement.

In 1904 the PSP created its own militia organisation, which was supposed to form the
nucleus of an army of uprising, according to its supporters in the party management. On
the day before the First World War broke out, J6zef Pitsudski, then leader of the PSP, began
to create military organisations with a wider political platform than a socialist one, to fight
alongside the Austro-Hungarian empire.

In the first days of Poland’s independence in 1918, the socialists took the political initiative
by creating the Provisional People’s Government of the Republic of Poland, with Ignacy
Daszynski at its head and a progressive manifesto demanding political and social rights.
The cabinet of the socialist Jedrzej Moraczewski — nominated by new head of state J6zef
Pitsudski — which followed afterwards, introduced democratic electoral law (including the
right of women to vote), equal rights for ethnic and national minorities, an eight-hour
working day, social insurance and institutions to protect jobs.

In the following years, due to the country’s agricultural basis and thus the huge number
of rural voters, PSP was unable to count on mass support, so it defended the country’s

independence and parliamentary democracy as an opposition force. In 1920, the socialists
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were in involved in the defence of the country against the Red Army. They protected
democratic institutions from the right-wing nationalists and the political groupings
focused around the former socialist J6zef Pitsudski, who created an authoritarian political
system in the 1920s. The wide influence of PSP on society continued through the trade
unions and social organisations (for young people, education, women, housing, culture
and sport).

Ukraine

The history of the Ukrainian Social-Democratic movement can be traced from the Ukrainian
Social Democratic Party (1899) in the Austrian part of Ukrainian ethnic territories and the
Ukrainian Social-Democratic Workers' Party (USDRP) in the Russian part. In their activities,
both parties tried to combine social and national issues. This combination led to conflict
with the neighboring Polish and - even more so - with Russian Marxists. Above all, this
conflict manifested itself during the revolution of 1917, when, after the Bolshevik coup
d'état, revolutionary Russia and revolutionary Ukraine went to war.

Even though the Ukrainian social democrats were never the largest party in the
revolutionary Ukrainian government, they played a leading role. This reflected their
longer political experience and higher level of sophistication compared with other leaders
of the Ukrainian revolution. To a large extent, thanks to the Ukrainian Social Democrats
the Ukrainian national government managed to make significant progress in mobilising
the peasantry and securing rights for national minorities.

It is reasonable to assume that if revolutionary Ukraine had been left alone it would have
constituted itself as a social democratic state. In the event in 1917-1920 the Ukrainian
ethnic territories became the focus of several conflicts, which resulted in a kind of ‘war
of all against all'. Under such dire external and internal circumstances, the Ukrainian
revolution was defeated. Its defeat cannot be considered to have been complete, however.
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In particular, the USSR was created as a socialist federal state by Lenin and the Bolsheviks
largely in response to the challenges of national movements in the borderlands, among
which the Ukrainian revolution proved to be one of the strongest.

The Ukrainian Social Democrats had to pay a heavy price for their defeat. They disappeared
as a party from the Ukrainian political scene and remain a ‘great unknown’ in Ukrainian
historical memory. One can only hope that the current Ukrainian crisis can provoke the
emergence of a new Ukrainian Social Democratic Party, which, in turn may restore public
interest in the history of Ukrainian social democracy.
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